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Appleby Oak 
Desk 


RRP £533.59 


Our Price 

£29644 


You Save 

£23715 




4ft 6" 

Double Bed 


You Save 

£313 is 






Appleby Oak 
Small Wall 
Mirror 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TO SEE OUR HUGE RANGE OF QUALITY OAK FURNITRE OR BUY ONLINE! 



FREE DELIVERY 
& RETURNS 

We offer a 30 Day 
No Quibble 
Returns Policy 
You Receive 100% 
of Your Money Back 

see website for full details 


Oak WArld.co.uk 

TH PHJfllH 5 PSrMIFR ak FiFMnw* STK3dt>i 


Unit 5, Harvey Court, Low Willington Ind. Estate, 
Willington, County Durham, DL15 OFB 


DID YOU 
KNOW? 


01388 747090 or 0800 140 4665 www.oakworld.co.uk 

OPENING HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY, 9AM - 6PM I SATURDAY 10AM - 4PM or Browse Online 24/7 


High House Chapel 
REPRIEVE 



On Thursday 28 June, a meeting of the High House Chapel Trustees, attended by officers from the Methodist 
Circuit and a wide range of people from the Weardale community, agreed a stay of execution on the historic 
High House Chapel in Ireshopburn, also home to the Weardale Museum. After a wide-ranging discussion, a 
vote of Trustees withdrew the previous decision to close the chapel on October 31st of this year in order to 
allow further investigations of the building and, most importantly, to ascertain the approximate cost of repairs 
and renovations. 

The chapel has been given until March 31st to 
raise the funds required both to ensure that the 
chapel is cleared of all its outstanding financial 
responsibilities and to pay for the investigations 
required. It is hoped to also fund a feasibility study 
so that once the cost of renovations are known, 
work can start immediately to access sources of 
grant funding to carry out the work and save this 
historic building for future generations. 

There was a strong feeling in the meeting that no 
permanent decisions should be made without 
knowledge of the costs involved and that the 
members could draw on a wide circle of support, 
beyond the local congregation and the Methodist 


denomination. 


Cont on page 3 


TT motorcyclist retires 
after 22 years without a fall 

ONE of the most skilled and talented 
motorcyclists has retired from TT racing 
after 22 years of competing on the Isle of 
Man. 

Ian 'Pixie' Pattinson, who lives 
in Huntshieldford, St John's Chapel, 
has been riding motorbikes since he 
was seven years old and although 
he continues his passion through his 
business, Weardale Racing Ltd, he will no 
longer compete at that level. His decision 
has been mostly financial with the rising 
cost of racing now out of his league but 
he also admitted that at 50 years of age, 
he was 'getting a bit old'! 

Cont on page 9 



Terrapin rescue 
from the Tyne 


A STANHOPE lady risked her life to 
rescue a large Terrapin from the River 
Tyne last month when she was visiting 
Newcastle Quayside with her friend, 
Colin Emerson. 

Sarah Roper, who is an animal lover, 
was walking towards the town, when 
Colin pointed out what looked like a 
tortoise wandering around looking 
lost on the sandy area of the riverbank. 


Cont on page 8 
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service 

FOUR volunteers who have given up 
their free time to help improve life 
for people in County Durham have 
been recognised by the Chairman of 
Durham County Council. 

Terry Batson, Betty Carr, David Kinch 
and Jim Welch have contributed a total 
of 37 years' service to the council's 
overview and scrutiny committees 
and will now retire from their 
duties. The four co-opted members 
were presented with a certificate in 
recognition of their valued contribution 
and commitment to their committees 
by new Chairman Cllr John Lethbridge. 



Outgoing committee members recognised 
for longstanding 


"It was a pleasure 
to meet these four 
individuals who have 
given up so much of 
their own time and 
played a vital role in the 
democratic process," 
he said. Their work 
makes a real difference 
to others in the community and improves the 
lives of those who live and work in County 
Durham." 

Mrs Carr, from Shildon, a co-optee on 
the Adults Wellbeing and Health Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee, said: "This role 
has meant my voice has really been listened 


to and I am pleased to have made 
a difference to my community. I 
would definitely encourage others 
thinking about getting involved to 
find out more about this worthwhile 
position." 

Mr Batson, from Tow Law, served on 


the Economy and Enterprise Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee, Mr Kinch, from Whorlton, 
served on the Environment and Sustainable 
Communities Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee, while Mr Welch, from Crook, 
served on the Safer Stronger Communities 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 


Lisa Parkin 

Information & 
Publication Design 

publicationdesign@weardalegazette.co.uk 



Dawn Emery 

Advertising 

advertising@weardalegazette.co.uk 




Angela Turnbull 

Finance Administrator 
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Our services 


Graphic Design ] 

• Business cards, posters, 
Leaflets/Fliers, etc. 

• Order of Service 

• Old photo renovation 

• and more , 


Printing 

A4 & A3 

Black & White / Colour 


Subscriptions 

Publication subscriptions 
are available postal or emailed 


Our sho 


Greeting cards 

Wrapping paper, bags & tags 


Stationery ' 

• Printing paper 

• Pens, pencils 

• and more ) 

Corrections and Clarifications 

WE strive to ensure the articles published in the 
Weardale Gazette are truthful and accurate but 
in the event of an error, we will always correct 
or clarify any issues as soon as possible. We 
will publish these on this page if that becomes 
necessary. The Weardale Gazette abides by the 
Editors’ Code of Practice, administered by the 
Press Complaints Commission. If you have a 
complaint about anything published in this edition, 
please use the contacts on this page to let us know. 


Information deadline 
for next edition is 

MON 16 July 

Next Gazette on sale 

WEDNESDAY 
25 July 


fa 
tU 

The Weardale Gazette publishes readers' letters in full 
whenever possible but the editor may edit them down if 
space dictates. The views expressed in this newspaper are 
not necessarily those of the editor, staff or directors of the 
Weardale Publishing and Printing Co. Ltd. 


Wolsingham Parish Council 

DURING the Parish Council Annual Meeting held on 8th 
May 2018 the Chairman, Mr Sugden made a statement 
which included the following comment - 
"The Council continue to enjoy public support but one 
resident has taken to writing in the Weardale Gazette" 

I am the "resident" the chairman referred to and I 
told him at the meeting why I felt justified in writing to 
your paper, I would like to share a few recent examples 
why I feel justified in writing to you once again. I 
raised questions, which ran on for months, regarding 
procedural issues appertaining to the PC meeting held 
on the 9th Jan. 

On 2nd February, the Chairman requested a private 
meeting to resolve any issues, I declined as I wanted 
the questions discussed in public and in front of the full 
council. Despite a number of emails to the Chairman in 
the months following, I did not receive a satisfactory 
answer. The Chairman summed up by saying "we follow 
procedures the matter is closed". 

On 17th March I sent an email to the Chairman 
requesting that I did not consider my questions answered 
satisfactorily and requested that this be recorded in the 
minutes for the next meeting scheduled for 10th April. 
Meeting 10th April, my communication was excluded 
from the correspondence section on the agenda yet a 
correspondence in support of the council was read out 
by Gordon Dobson. The letter gave particular praise to 
himself for his work over the years. 

I think it's worth noting at this point that, unlike our 
councillors who give up their time for our community 


without any financial reward or incentive, the Clerk 
receives a salary of £15k/year for his duties as Clerk 
as well as receiving additional payments from the 
Parish Council for other work such as church yard 
maintenance for which he receives around £5k/year 
under the name "Garden of Eden". 

12th April, I sent another email to the chairman 
(Mr Sugden) regarding omission of my letter from 
the correspondence section on the Agenda and, 
once again, requested that this be included into 
minutes. 8th May, Meeting and once again my 
correspondence was not on the agenda so I raised it 
and the chairman agreed to have a "private meeting" 
16th May, "private meeting" Mr Sugden finally said 
"we got it wrong and did not follow procedures on 
that occasion" 

I submitted two questions to the Chairman for the 
next meeting scheduled for 12th June: 

Question 1 

"I raised concerns regarding the exclusion of the 
public from a meeting which proceeded the Monthly 
PC meeting on the 9th of January on a number of 
occasions during subsequent council meetings. I 
was closed down and told that you had "followed 
procedures", I was criticised for writing to the 
Weardale Gazette on this matter and my comments 
were excluded from your minutes. 

At a "confidential" meeting held on the 16th May 
2018 I was told by the Chairman that the council "got 
it wrong" and had not followed procedures on this 
occasion. I request that the minutes for this meeting 
record the fact that I was correct in raising this issue 
and an apology be given for the treatment I received 
for raising it". 

Issue 2 

"I have filed a complaint to the Parish Council 
via Durham County Council and, at the time of 
registering my complaint, the PC did not have a 
complaint procedure. 

WPC has since adopted a complaint procedure and 
the complaint is in progress but the details of it 
remain confidential at the request of the Chairman. 
The complaint involves several members of the 
public who are asking me for some feedback, will the 


council please give me some advice on how I am 
to address this whilst maintain confidentiality?" 

12th June and both questions were omitted 
from the Agenda. 

I raised this at the meeting; at first. Chairman 
Sugden appeared to have no knowledge of this 
and started shuffling papers, I reminded his that I 
sent a second email asking him to confirm receipt 
of the first email and he had replied to this. 

He then found my questions but said they were 
confidential. Eventually, the Chairman agreed to 
read out the first question but, having admitted 
I was correct during our "private meeting" on 
the 16th May, he reverted back to his defensive 
position in front of the other councillors. This led 
to a brief exchange but I cut the conversation 
short as it was going nowhere. 

13th June, I received an email from Chairman 
Sugden which included an "apology" for omitting 
my questions, once AGAIN in private after 
creating conflict at the public meeting. The 
Chairman's behaviour is creating unnecessary 
conflict which gives the impression I am anti¬ 
council, this is annoying and far from correct. I 
will state AGAIN, I have the greatest respect for 
our Parish Councillors, I do NOT have issues with 
them and I FULLY support them in their duties. 

My concerns remain that the Chairman cherry 
picks what correspondence should or should 
not be placed on his Agenda, cherry picks what 
should or should not appear in his notes (and 
consequently the Clerks minutes), says one thing 
in private and another at public meetings. 

David Stephenson, 
Wolsingham via email 


Eunice Ridley 

Would like to thank family and friends, 
& all the staff at Crosshill Nursing Home 
for flowers and presents, which she 
received on her 100th birthday. 

THANK YOU 



/ 


Roman fort reopens to public 


\ 


THE visitor centre at one of County Durham's 
most important Roman sites has reopened to 
the public following an essential refurbishment 
programme. 


The improvements at Binchester Roman Fort, 
near Bishop Auckland, include a new building to 
replace the aged structure which covered the 
remains of the site's Roman bathhouse and was 
no longer fit for purpose. The new timber building 
will provide better protection 
from the weather for the valuable 
remains. The interior has also 
been designed to replicate that of 
the original baths, with detailed 
mural designs. The refurbishment 
scheme has also included the 
creation of a new reception 
building and the installation of 
an electricity supply in the visitor 
centre. 

Cllr Ossie Johnson, Cabinet 
member for tourism, culture, 
leisure and rural issues, said: 
"Binchester offers a fascinating 
insight into what life was like for 
the Romans of County Durham 
and is an important part of the 
county's cultural offer. 


"These improvements will greatly enhance 
the experience for visitors, helping us remain 
connected to our past but also helping to secure 
the site's future as a visitor attraction." 

Dating back to 75AD, Binchester, originally 
known as Vinovia, was once one of the largest 
Roman military installations in the north of 
England. As well as the impressive bathhouse, 
which is situated next to what would have been 
the commanding officer's residence, Binchester 
features Britain's only hypocaust (under-floor 
heating system) with its upperfloor intact. Visitors 
can also view the remains of the regimental bath 
building where the original Roman masonry still 
stands to a height of more than two metres above 
the original floor level. 

Binchester is open seven days a week: 

From 11am to 4.30pm during June 

From 10am to 4.30pm 

From July to September 

From 11am to 4.30pm during October 

For more information about the site, visit: 

www.durham.gov.uk/binchester 

___ / 
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Help the band 
march again this year 

STANHOPE Silver Band is seeking financial help to pay for the road closure to enable members to march 
along Stanhope's main street in September. 

The band, which is almost 200 years old has traditionally marched from the bottom end of Stanhope all 
the way to the showfield on the Saturday morning of Stanhope Show. In recent years, it has had to raise 
the money to pay for the road closure, which costs in the region of £400 and is asking the community to 
contribute. 



The march is a spectacular start to the weekend's fun at the show and brings hundreds of people out 
on to the street, who then follow the band into the showfield, crossing the stepping stones over the ford. 

Sean Hayes from the band, said, "We are getting close to that time of year and the band are once again 
struggling to afford the cost of the traffic management on the march on Stanhope show Day. It's such an 
important thing for us but we need support!" 

If anyone would like to contribute, they can drop into the band rehearsals in their own building near the 
town hall any Monday evening. 


Club raises money 
for Stanhope Band road closure 


STANHOPE Sports and Social Club is busy raising 
money to help Stanhope Silver Band pay for traffic 
management, including a 15-minute road closure 
on Show Saturday. 

The band has traditionally marched along the 
town's main street at 10am on the Saturday 
morning of Stanhope Agricultural Show, but in 
recent years has struggled to pay the bill for the 
temporary road closure, which amounts to £360. 

The band launched an appeal to help pay the cost 
this year and members of Stanhope Club decided to 
help out, along with committee who added to the 
money raised from a monthly bingo session. 

Fiona Graham, from the town, one of those 
involved, said that the first bingo evening, held last 
month, raised £75 with a raffle and donation from 
the club increasing that to £100. She said, 

"It shows how passionate Weardale people 
are about tradition 
and their local band. 

Weardale Society 
Art Exhibition 

ENTRIES ARE INVITED 

By Kate Gill 

ENTRIES are invited for this year's Weardale 
Society Art Exhibition. 

The Exhibition has been a feature in 
Stanhope during August for many years. It was 
founded, and mainly organised, by the late 
June Crosby. The Society wants to ensure that 
the exhibition continues as tribute to June and 
have decided to rename it as The June Crosby 
Art Exhibition as a lasting legacy to this special 
lady. 

This year it will run from Sunday 19th August 
until Monday 27th August and, as usual, will 
be in St Thomas's Church Hall, Stanhope. The 
Society would like it to be a real tribute to all 
the hard work that June put in over the years 
to make the exhibition a success. People who 
would like to exhibit their art work, including 
paintings, drawings, photography and 
embroidery should contact the organiser, Mr 
Charlie Furnell, for more information and an 
application form. 

The Society hopes that artists in all media 
will support this year's exhibition by exhibiting, 
helping with stewarding and also visiting. 

Charlie can be contacted on 
T: 01207 509669 
E: charliefurnelll949@gmail.com 


They want this tradition to continue 
and it is another example of how our 
community rallies together 
and helps each other." 

Stanhope Club is an excellent example of helping 
the community and it also allows Stanhope 
Barrington Primary School to hold regular raffles 
to help pay the cost of school trips. The raffle held 
last month, however, was held in aid of Stanhope 
Silver Band's traffic management cost appeal. 

"This is community spirit at its best," added 
Fiona, a Stanhope Parish Councillor. 

Bingo at Stanhope Sports and Social Club with 
large cash prizes up for grabs, will be held on the 
following dates over the summer: 

10 August and 31 August 
Friday nights at 7.30pm 

Village to explore 
Parish Council 

VILLAGERS in Howden-le-Wear have come together 
to discuss whether they would like to try and found 
their own parish council. 

A meeting, chaired by County Councillor Pat 
Jopling, was held last month and attended by around 
30 people to debate the issue. They eventually voted 
to take the proposal further and look into how a 
parish council can be founded and how it would help 
the village. 

They believe a council would give villagers 
more control over such things as new housing 
developments and give them a budget of their own. 

They intend the council to include residents of the 
surrounding areas of Fir Tree, North Bitchburn and 
High Grange. Cllr Jopling organised the meeting after 
being approached by villagers keen to have a parish 
council. She said that she would not be against the 
idea if residents wanted it to happen. 

Wish your family and friends 

Happy Birthday 
HERE 

(free of charge) 

in the Weardale Gazette 

Our contact details 
are on page 2 




Local building company ‘highly commended’ 

at awards evening 



LOCAL Building firm H&M 
Construction have been granted a 
'Highly Commended Award' at the 
LABC Northern Regional Awards 
on Friday 15 June at the Hilton 
Gateshead. 

Business Partners, Peter 
Henderson and Ross Mitchell, 
were nominated for the extension 
they built at Chantmarle, 
Mickleton in Teesdale, which was 
designed by Accessible Design 
Consultant Philip Newbold, of 
New Bold Design, based in West 
Blackdene. 

Philip Newbold, who nominated 
the team for the award said, 
"This was a particularly 
challenging project in extending 
and altering a 200-year-old 
cottage in a Conservation Area to 
accommodate a 3-storey lift for a 
client with MS, while raising the 
EPC rating from Band F to Band 
C. The result is a fine example of 
team work to deliver an accessible 
and sustainable home for our 
clients." 

H&M Construction were up 
against 11 other building firms in 
the category of "Best extension 
or alteration to an existing home" 
and on the night, the judges said it 
was a very difficult decision as to 
who would be the overall winner 
as two of the projects stood out 
from the rest. 


The overall winners on 
the evening were Thomas 
Armstrong (Construction) Ltd 
with H&M Construction picking 
up the Highly Commended 
award. 

Peter Henderson, one of 
the business partners of H&M 
Construction said: 

"Just to be nominated was great 
to finally get recognition for the 
work that we carry out but to 
actually achieve the award of 
highly commended is another 
thing altogether. 


"Not only is it brilliant for both 
myself and my business partner, 
Ross Mitchell, but also for all of 
our staff and subcontractors, 
as we managed to beat off 
competition from companies 
who are much larger than 
ourselves". 

LABC's Chief Executive 
Paul Everall said, "The awards 
are an opportunity for us to 
celebrate some of the very best 
in construction in England and 
Wales, recognising the high level 
of quality and skill we can and 
do reach in the UK." 


Friends of St Thomas' Church 
visit Ushaw College Flower Festival 


AFTERNOON Tea at the Flower Festival in Ushaw 
College made our proposed event prohibitively 
expensive, so it was reluctantly cancelled. Sad! 

Alice Hardy, however, didn't admit defeat; 
visited the College, and found a flexible staff, 
who suggested a less costly, equally attractive 
alternative. What about a cream tea, served to the 
whole party at the same time, for a more sensible 
price; so (to cut out the long story) at short notice 
we filled a 16 seater, John Anstee volunteered to 
drive, and £15 admitted us on Friday afternoon. 
And we're not forgetting to apologise to those 
who didn't have the opportunity to go, while 
appreciating Alice's efficient organisation! 

The raison d'etre for mounting the festival is 
to celebrate the 450th anniversary of "Ushaw 
- Douai"! In 1568 a college was set up in NE 
France so that young English Catholic men, barred 
by religion from studying in England, could be 
educated. A couple of centuries later the French 
Revolution turned the tables; the students in Douai 
became as vulnerable as French aristocrats, so 
Ushaw College was founded in 1808! 

I was aware of the imposing building above 
Langley Park on my daily bus to Consett in the 
fifties, but I remained a complete stranger to its 
interior. Everyone knew it housed a seminary, 
and it's common knowledge that it is no longer 
viable as such, and is in the process of establishing 
itself as a multipurpose venue. If the exterior is 
an impressive structure, it is easily outshone by 
the spectacular interior (although the residential 
quarters are comparatively primitive). So when 
the opportunity arose to see a colourful floral 


By Bill Holden 

extravaganza enhancing that already beautiful 
architecture, it had to be taken! 

Magnificent floral arrangements and displays 
occupied 27 locations, commencing in the 
entrance with a lily, rose and thorn arrangement to 
symbolise the bond between St Cuthberts, Ushaw, 
its students and the Seat of Wisdom. Windows 
onto the Quadrangle were dressed to depict such 
subjects as the foundation of the college, and the 
refectory corridor the energy of its Presidents. The 
quality of the blooms in the displays was superb, 
and a neat little display in the refectory fireplace 
was meant to serve a "feast for the senses", using 
herbs, fruits and vegetables (but no snails or frog's 
legs). 

All the locations contained beautifully arranged 
displays related to that location, personal and 
symbolic, and evidenced the skill of the creators. 
The attention to detail and quality of materials 
was wonderful, to say nothing of the value! Our 
own colleague, Emmie Shaw at Daisy Chain was 
responsible for a floral interpretation of the 
Communion of Saints, on the Rood Screen, so 
selected four saints, St John Vianny, St Cuthbert, 
St George, and St Oswald, and adorned four copes 
"to create an ethereal experience" 

I notice there are several concerts, events 
and exhibitions being publicised throughout the 
Summer, and if the standard is comparable, all are 
worth a visit. 

The whole experience was literally an "eye- 
opener", well organised, relaxing and as usual, 
convivial! 

Bring on the next one! Thank you again, Alice! 


High House Chapel REPRIEVE By Rachel Swaffield 

HIGH House Chapel's unique role in the spread of Methodism in the north-east; its links with the famous 
preacher/evangelist John Wesley and its role as the oldest Methodist church in the world with continuous 
Sunday worship makes it of interest to Christians and historians world-wide, let alone the Weardale 
community itself. 

The meeting also decided to appoint two members, Michelle Robson of Ireshopburn and Maxine Raine 
of Westgate, to lead a steering group to raise at least ten thousand pounds in the next six months in order 
to ensure the current financial obligations are covered. 

They have set up a "Friends of High House" group with other local interested parties and you can expect 
to be flooded with requests for donations and fund-raising events very shortly! 

In particular, they would like to hear from anyone who has links with former 
Weardale residents abroad so they can contact a wider circle of potential supporters. 

If you have information, suggestions, offers of help, or simply a donation to make, you can contact Maxine 
at Cafe Maxine's in St. John's Chapel and they will shortly be setting up a Facebook page and online giving 
site to make this easier still. 

In particular, we would love to hear from any groups or individuals willing to organise their own fund¬ 
raising event to keep High House alive, as a very special heritage building and home of the Weardale 
Museum. 

Friends of High House look forward to a successful campaign with the help of all our loyal Weardale 
community - save our historic chapel and the Weardale Museum within it! 
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American Tandem built 


in honour of Tow Law cancer patient 


AN AMERICAN man has built a tandem bicycle and 
named it the 'Jilli' in honour of a British friend who 
is battling cancer. 

Jill Hall lives in Tow Law and despite a lot of ill 
health and family tragedies in recent years always 
manages to remain upbeat and cheerful. 

She befriended Anton Ratliff, who lives in Texas, 
on-line around 15 years ago and although they have 
never met in person, they became good friends. Jill 
would call Anton and talk to him and his three-year- 
old son, Nicolas, who loved the English accent and 
even developed an English twang to his speech! 

Young Nicolas referred to her as 'Aunty Jill' and 
Jill's husband as Uncle Phil. He is now 18 years old 
and has ridden a tandem bicycle with his dad since 
he was six years old. Now he is preparing to leave 
home to go to university, Anton's young daughter. 
Autumn, has taken his place behind her father on 
the bicycle built for two. And, in fact, they DID build 
a new tandem. 

Autumn decided to call it after 'Aunty Jill' and so the 
'Jilli' tandem was born. Anton then had an additional 
idea to use the bike on rides to raise awareness of 
Breast Cancer because Jill is a breast cancer survivor. 

Anton said, "We aren't raising money but rather 
riding in rides that do that. "The bike also draws 
attention to the Breast Cancer issue not just in the 
US but all over the world. Jill has such a wonderful 
impact in not just my life but that of my children. 
They have large Union Jacks hanging in their rooms." 
Nicolas has all sorts of items from England including 
a waving Queen. 




Jill Hall and her husband Phil 


"The bike took more than just me to put together. 
It took Michael Nasco from Red Monkey Sports 
and Brian Buell from Bonzai Cycle Werx and 
others. Being ill myself, I needed help putting 
on certain parts or fine tuning it since my hands 
won't let me do that anymore. "In short, we built 
this bike for a dear member of our family." 

Jill is absolutely thrilled with the tribute. She 
said, "They built it for me and decorated it with 
pink Union Jacks to reflect the British as well as 
breast cancer theme. It is so beautiful, it made 
me cry." 

It is certainly an amazing tribute 


to a very brave lady. 



Anton and his daughter 


Frosterley Art Group - visit Newcastle 


FROSTERLEY Art Group enjoyed a visit to the Baltic and Biscuit factory in Newcastle recently. 
If you would like to go along to the art group, they meet on Monday afternoons, 1pm - 3pm 
at Frosterley Village Hall. All welcome. 
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Gazette celebrates a 40th in Benidorm 

WHEN Kerry Hugill from Stanhope decided to celebrate her 40th birthday, 
she asked her friends to travel to Benidorm to do so. 

A large group of ladies headed off for Spain and one of them, Jane 
Metcalfe, remembered to pack us to help with the celebrations. 



/ -^ 

Joe and Joan Allen 

would like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours for the 
flowers, presents and cards 
they sent to celebrate our 

Diamond Wedding 

on 

May 31 st 2018 



\ _ / 


Stunning Flower Festival 
celebrates 150 th Anniversary 
of Methodist Chapel 
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A STUNNING Flower Festival was held in Crook to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of a Methodist Chapel 
last month. 

/-\ 

St Andrew's Dawson Street church started 

life as Methodist Chapel in 1868 when 
the foundation stone was laid by local 
businessman, Arthur Pease, on New Year's Day. 

v _ / 




Pease was instrumental in bringing the railway to the 
region and also owned mines, brickworks and much 
more around Crook and district - the school at Billy 
Row, Peases West, is named after the family and the 
new leisure centre is built on land gifted by them. 

Inside the traditional chapel with its centre pulpit 
and two stories, floral arrangements brought gasps 
from visitors. The pulpit has been used by scores of 
ministers over 150 years, the first service being taken 
on 14 February 1869. The chapel has been witness to 
countless weddings, funerals and baptisms over the 
years as well as a thriving Sunday School that regularly 
played host to over 100 children every week. 

In 2005, the building became known as St Andrew's 
Dawson Street LEP (Local Ecumenical Partnership) 
when it joined forces with another church in the town 
-St Andrew's United Reformed, which was demolished 
over a decade ago. It is two denominational, with 
both congregations joined together. Dawson Street 
Methodist chapel is the only one of three to survive in 
the town and is a popular venue for many groups. John 
Wesley visited Crook and subsequently three chapels 
were built - a large imposing building in Hope Street 
that was also demolished and is now the site of North 
House surgery and a smaller one next to the Civic 
Centre, used by a local business as warehouse space. 

St Andrew's was built for the influx of Scottish 
workers to Crook and Weardale in the mid-19th 
century and opened in 1865. 

The Flower Festival had clearly taken much planning 
and a lot of hard work to come to fruition. Kathryn 
Hume was the designer and her own arrangement 
depicted the 'Sunday Service'. 

Twenty others decorated the inside of the church 
with the central area a real treat, positively covered in 
floral displays, including a Prayer Tree where visitors 
could leave tributes to loved ones. 


Renowned local floral artist, Christine Carroll 
from Billy Row, built a thought-provoking display 
in memory of those who gave their lives in two 
world wars. In front of the interior stained glass 
window to the fallen, she arranged her flowers 
and added artefacts from the wars. Beautiful and 
memorable indeed. 

Frances Ann Johnson and Lynne Tweddle, 

two former Wolsingham School students and 
stalwarts of the Methodist Circuit created a 
corner dedicated to Sunday School trips, evoking 
memories of such from many who attended. 
Charlton's Florists in the town paid tribute to 
the monarchy in another and even Revd Ray 
Anglesea had a hand in, creating a masterful 
entrance display. 

There were creations concerning weddings, 
which included old photographs and an 
inspirational display entitled Sunday School and 
Cradle Roll, which involved dozens of small glass 
jars, each containing a handful of flowers. 

Other groups in the town who use the church 
and church hall were represented too in floral 
tributes, including the Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides and the Young Wives Club. 

It was a fitting tribute to 
a long-serving church, 

still very popular in the community. 

\___/ 


This scene re-created Sunday School The event delighted visitors, 

trips by Frances Ann Johnson including Fred & Joan 

and Lynne Tweddle Thompson from Hunwick 
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Bill has head shaved in memory of wife 


A FORMER landlord from Crook has his head shaved 
in memory of his wife and to raise money for 
MacMillan Cancer Care. 

Bill Fairhurst, who once run the Crook Hotel 
with his wife, Allison, enlisted the help of Richard 
Moore, the owner of hairdressing salon, Escape, 
and underwent the shave outside, in full view of 
passers-by who added to the coffers by donating to 
the cause. 

"Allison is a huge miss,"said Bill, a father of three 
and also a grandfather. "We always raised money 
for the MacMillan Nurses, we have supported them 
before, especially when my mother died. Allison 
would approve." 

Allison died exactly one year to the day of the 
head shave, passing after a short illness. Her funeral 
also raised over £200 for the charity. An emotional 
Bill was sponsored for the event and Escape also 
had a collecting tin in the salon. 

Richard donned a bright yellow MacMillan tabard 
and hat to do the deed and was watched by the 
Louise, the partner of Bill's son, Tim along with Carly 
Searle from the charity. Carly said, "I really wanted 
to be here to see this. Bill is a lovely man and we 
appreciate his sacrifice." 




As Bill's wispy white hair floated away in the 
breeze, Richard did the deed in less than five 
minutes, leaving Bill as bald as a coot - but suiting 
it all the same. 

Well done. Bill. 

Allison would have been proud of you. 



Above: Bill after the shave 

Left: Bill with Richard Moore, from Escape, Crook 


Two days free dry-stone walling for Weardale 

farmers who share their thoughts on farming. 


WEARDALE farmers can benefit from a scheme 
offering two days of free dry-stone walling in return 
for having their thoughts recorded on farming, on 
the landscape they tend, on agricultural policy and 
more. 

This is just one project amongst many in Weardale, 
Teesdale and the Gaunless Valley over the next two 
years, as part of Northern Heartlands Great Place 
Scheme, that aims to feed local perspectives and 
expertise into policy discussions at local, regional and 
national level, enlisting artists to help communicate 
local priorities. 

Northern Heartlands is one of 16 Great Place 
Schemes in England, funded by the National Lottery 
through the Heritage Lottery Fund and Arts Council 
England. The lead partner is Visit County Durham 
whose involvement stems from their belief that it 
is the people of West Durham who are the key to 
promoting its future success. 

Ewan Allinson, who leads this particular project, 
is a sculptor and Master Craftsman dry-stone waller 
who is also active in national discussions about 
landscape, community and policy. He comments, 

"I've noticed how the hill farmer's voice rarely finds 
its way into policy formation. This is in spite of them 
being 'consulted' at every turn. 

"Powerful individual testimony can have a genuine 
effect on the way policy is formed and talked about. 


Having re-built miles of dry-stone wall over the 
years, including in Teesdale, I can testify that 
farmers know a thing or two. 

"A farmer's nous is an invaluable national 
resource that should be at the heart of good 
environmental policy." 

In this historic moment of Brexit, with the 
Environment Secretary talking about replacing 
the EU's Common Agricultural Programme with 
a system that delivers 'public money for public 
goods', Ewan wants to make sure that the depth 
of insight that farmers have about the landscape 
is better appreciated by policy-makers and that 
the amount of work hill farmers put in to keep 
our uplands productive, bio-diverse and beautiful 
is properly accounted for and, more to the point, 
paid for. 

There are no promises of course but it is worth 
pointing out that Natural England have selected 
Northern Heartlands as a demonstration project 
for their new national Conservation Strategy, 
seeking to put people and their vales at the heart 
of environmental policy. 

For more information about how to benefit from 
this scheme, contact Ewan Allinson via email at 

info@northernheartlands.org 

www.northernheartlands.org 


How to help wildlife in the heat - Durham Wildlife Trust suggestions.. 

1. Birdbath : Making a bird bath is always great way to help birds and hedgehogs in the hotter months. 

Turn your garden into a space for nature by putting a washing-up tub, filled with cool, water outside and let birds clean 
their feathers and then perch in a sunny spot to dry off. 

2. Take care of your garden or allotment : Plants that are watered regularly and gardens with large habitat areas are vital 
for butterflies and bees in the hot weather. 

3. Create a nature passage : Creating a link between your garden and your neighbours enables hedgehogs and toads to 
move freely between gardens which raises the quality of wildlife for all to enjoy. 

4. Leaving out much needed food : Finding food is also a challenge for hedgehogs and other wildlife in the hot weather. 
Worms usually make their way deep down into soil, making it difficult for those who usually them such as, hedgehogs, 
robins and frogs. Perhaps a juicy snack for hedgehogs, such as tinned dog food (non-fish based). 

5. Add shade to your garden : Many animals will seek out shade during the hot periods of the summer and a good way to 
help them is by creating a shaded area in your garden so they can cool off. Create a pile of fallen tree branches in a shaded 
area of your garden to help smaller animals during the heat. 


Ofsted Inspection Outcome 
Wolsingham School is a GOOD School 

Following a short inspection on 23rd May 2018, Wolsingham School is delighted to report that Ofsted 
has judged that the School continues to be Good. 

Acting Headteacher, Kate Morris comments, 'We are thrilled that this report reflects the achievements 
of our whole school community. I am proud that the Inspection team were able to appreciate for 
themselves the calm learning environment at Wolsingham. Our staff are dedicated to supporting 
our students to be successful lifelong learners and the Inspectors praised the well-established high 
expectations of our students and most importantly that they 'are very happy at school.' 

The Inspection team commented on the range of 'beneficial opportunities' available to students 
through the House system, particularly noting that 'pupils feel part of a unique school community and 
enjoy rewards, incentives and competitions that the house system offers.' 

Students at Wolsingham have opportunities to flourish, ensuring that they are engaged in their 
learning, inspired and equipped with skills to fulfil their future aspirations. 'The School's well-thought- 
out curriculum contributes to positive attitudes to learning and improved outcomes for students.' The 
Inspection team recognised that 'information, advice and guidance that students receive in school are 
a significant strength and that student aspiration is consistently high.' 

Chair of Governors, Bruno Porter, congratulates Kate Morris, her Senior Leadership Team and all 
staff and students at Wolsingham for their continued commitment to ensuring that Wolsingham 
School continually strives for the highest expectations and thanks them for their determination for all 
students to succeed and get the best possible education.' 

Wolsingham is an inclusive and caring school. 

Our next Open Evening is on Thursday 27 September, 6pm - 8pm 
and we look forward to welcoming you to tour the school 
and meet Mr Jonathan Ferstenberg, newly appointed Headteacher, 
who takes up post in September. 


Worker’s dwelling refused at Wolsingham 


A PLANNING application for an agricultural 
worker's house, which received over 20 objections 
from local people, has been refused. 

The application at Pole House Farm, 
Wolsingham, also included the erection of a 
previously agreed agricultural building and 
provision of hard standing. Councillors heard 
the application in Crook last month and refused 
the dwelling on the basis it did not demonstrate 
enough essential need for a full-time worker to 
live permanently on the site and would not satisfy 
the special circumstances to justify an isolated 
dwelling in the countryside. 

The farm lies on Wears bank, just outside of the 
town with extensive views over the surrounding 
countryside. An egg production business has 
been run at the site since November 2012. The 
business appears to operate principally on a single 
contract to sell the majority of eggs produced to 
the Lakes Free Range Egg Company, while it is said 
a small number of eggs are sold locally. 

Alongside the poultry housing, the planning 
permission included a storage building, stable 
block and temporary static residential caravan, 
however, the storage building and stable block 
have not been erected. The residential caravans 
remain on the site in breach of regulations, which 
required removal from site by August 2015. There 
are various other structures without benefit of 
planning permission scattered about the site 
and the extensive yard has not been properly 
consolidated in line with the planning permission. 

The application for a permanent dwelling, 
including relocation of the previously approved 
barn, was a revised one, after the original was 
refused in November 2016. 

Of the many objections, including from three 
local parish councils - Wolsingham, Hamsterley 
and South Bedburn, it appeared as though most 
people were against the impact on the area of 
the new build. Some objections did not include 
material planning planning concerns, although 
those that did related to the impact on the 
character and appearance of the area and the 
AONB landscape. 

In respect of justification for the dwelling, it 
was commented that the applicant leaves the 
site unattended for most of day contrary to the 
claims that a 24hr presence is required on the 


site. It is therefore suggested that accommodation 
in Wolsingham would still be suitable. It is also 
suggested that it has not been demonstrated that 
the business is financially viable. In respect of visual 
impact, concerns are raised over the design and 
materials of the dwelling and overall impact of the 
site on the landscape and purposes of the AONB 
designations, including initiatives like "dark skies" 
and hay meadow and biodiversity improvements. 
The failure to adhere properly to previously 
approved plans and the current state of the site, 
including unauthorised structures is a concern 
and does not inspire confidence that matters will 
improve. 

Mr Pirt, who owns the land and runs the business 
would disagree. He insists that the business requires 
24-hour attention and has a vital need for someone 
to be there 24/7. 

The application site sits in an exposed location 
on the hillside above Wolsingham, within the North 
Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
designation. It is visible from nearby roads and 
bridle paths and many of the personal objections 
were that it has become an eyesore, a blot on the 
landscape. Objectors say it is a visual intrusion to an 
important local vista. 

One local objector wrote. This development has 
been going downhill since its inception yet is still 
there on top of the bank ruining the landscape. The 
landscape officer should use Street View to see the 
magnificent views that existed when the area was 
traditional sheep grazing. 

'England's Last Wilderness. South West the 
Elephant Trees, the Vale of Weardale West and to 
the North a view of the road to Wolsingham, little 
changed in 100 years as I have so many postcards 
taken from the lane end. The view to the west 
features as a two page centrefold in a 1960s Guide 
to Weardale. The proposed house is ghastly, built of 
cinder blocks and may have Hilda Ogden style stone 
cladding for all the detail included on the plans/ 
Internal consultees, however, had no objections 
againstthe revised plans. Other consultees, including 
the AONB Partnership, which had reservations but 
did not fully object to the house being built. 

The planners advised rejection of the application 
for the house build but not because of spoiling the 
view but on the grounds that it had not been proved 
that a new dwelling was necessary. 


AAP needs new public reps 

THREE Towns Partnership are looking for a new Public Representative to sit on their Board and have a 
say on how cash is spent locally. 

A Public Rep can serve on the 3 Towns Partnership Board for up to four years and would be expected 
to attend Board Meetings which would take place approx, once every two months. They can also get 
involved in a variety of Task and Finish Groups which are designed to look at the communities concerns 
and develop ideas and possible solutions to address these. 

The position is open to all aged over 16 who live, work, volunteer or study in the 3 Towns Partnership 
area of Crook, Willington, Tow Law and the surrounding villages. We would however, like to encourage 
applications from Tow Law, Willington or the surrounding villages to ensure a good geographical 
representation of the area, but applications are of course welcome from the full 3 Towns area. 

To request an application form, please contact 3 Towns Partnership on 03000 267539 or email 
threetownsaap@durham.gov.uk. Applications forms must be returned by Wednesday 11 July 2018. 
Interviews for the positions will be held in Thursday 19 July 2018. 
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Kynren Season 3 

By Jane Herron 

A PRE-opening dress rehearsal took place 
for press and cast member's family and 
friends on 16th June. 

Prior to the start of the show one of the organisers 
made a speech about the story, volunteers and 
Royal recognition for the show so far, he then 
asked "When does an inspiration become an 
institution?" A question that he answered with 
"Around about 9.30pm this evening!" 

As the sun began to set, the 'Epic Tale' began 
and Young Arthur sets off on his time travelling 
adventure in a bid to understand how historic 
events, myth, legend and people have shaped 
and influenced our country. 

The show makes good use of it's 7.5 acre 
stage and once the action begins, the audience 
waits expectantly for the next theme. The 
volunteers, known as 'Archers' perform their roles 
impeccably and convincingly. Fight scenes are 
well choreographed and the mood of the cast is 
transferred to the audience through the portrayal 
of their characters. 

The show, although filled with action, fireworks 
and well-lit water cannons, is not all 'edge of 
the seat' - like the fight scenes, horses jumping 
through fire and the dragging of a Roman soldier 
(by horse), to name but a few. There are also 
highly sensitive tributes and reminders of our 
historic struggles. 

For example: 

^The newly added acknowledgement of^ 
the work of the Suffragettes. Delivered 
in such a vibrant way, firstly with the 
chants and then the realisation that 
we, the audience are being breached 
by the 'suffragettes' marching through 
x the stands, amongst us. , 


This leads aptly on to the 'In Remembrance' 
section which commemorates the end of the 
First World War. Together with the tribute for 
the Second World War, the audience continues 
on its roller coaster ride of emotions. Particularly 
poignant, were the light shows on the castle walls 
together with the voice of Winston Churchill, 
speaking to the nation and the child evacuees 
being sent away from home for safety. 



Reactions can be felt and heard by all of those in 
the stands, whether it be a new piece of history 
we are learning about or one which is known and 
recognised to us. The coronation of our present 
queen followed and was stunning, filling the 
centre of our stage. 

However: 


We are constantly reminded 
throughout of our local history and 
where we fit into the bigger picture. 

The miners going off to the pits 
were particularly emotional and the 
reminder of the lives lost - both young 
and old - produced an overwhelming 
silence as the funeral carts, stacked 
with coffins of various sizes passed 
before us, followed by their mourners. 


Never having seen Kynren before, I had assumed it 
was whistle stop tour of English history. A history 
that was acted out in discreet scenes in front of 
us. However, the magic that brings Kynren alive, 
lies not just in the sound and finishing touches - 
the fireworks, background details and the musical 
timeline - but in the enthusiasm and absolute 
belief in the characters that each volunteer has. 
This is the glue that holds all of the ideas together 
and allows us, the audience to experience not only 
historical fact, myth and legend but a thoroughly 
enjoyable and magical 90 minutes that takes you 
from being an audience member to an historical 
witness. 


Well done to all involved! 



Orphan Boys 

Cont'd from front page 

It takes a village to raise a child 'A charming, 
heartfelt, heart-breaking memoir' Sandi Toksvig 
FORMER Stanhoper, Phil Mews, tells the story of 
how his idyllic Northern childhood is blown apart 
as his parents die within ten weeks of each other - 
and how his community rallied around to save him 
and his story is about to go global. 

1976, the hottest summer for a generation and 
life was perfect for the two young brothers Philip 
and Roger. They lived an idyllic life on a farm in the 
picturesque dales of the north of England. With 
their days spent on the farm, playing on Tarzan 
swings, building dens and swimming outdoors, 
their perfect existence was plunged into darkness 
when tragedy struck the family. Within a ten-week 
period, the boys lost their parents and were left as 
orphans. This is the story of Philip and his brother 
Roger, how their grandparents stepped in to bring 
them up and how a family and community came 
together to deal with the consequences that the 
devastation of death had left behind. 

^ Orphan Boys is not a misery memoir. ^ 

It is a story full of love, strength and hope 
- an uplifting tale of a family's survival and 
how they faced the huge challenges that life 
threw at them. 

Quickly garnering 131 five-star reviews when 
it was self-published, this deeply moving but 
ultimately uplifting memoir will be a perfect 

summer read for holidaymakers this year. 



As we went to press. Orphan Boys has been listed 
for sale in USA, Canada, Australia, Japan, Norway, 
Sweden, France, Spain, Germany and even Brazil. 

"I'm still so overwhelmed by all the wonderful 
support and feedback that I've had from the people 
of Weardale," added Phil. "I'm very touched that 
they feel I have done justice to this beautiful place 
with my book and that they have really taken the 
story to their hearts. It seems that the book is 
reaching people far across the globe. 

"I've received photos through Twitter and on 
my Phil Mews Author page on Facebook of people 
reading the book everywhere from the Florida 
Quays and the Norwegian fjords to beaches in 
Australia and of course, Mallorca! 


Written as a cathartic exercise in relieving the pain 
of the loss of his parents. Orphan Boys is Phil Mews' 
first book to be published. Phil Mews has worked 
in television for eighteen years. Originally from 
Weardale in the north of England, he now lives in 
Scotland with his husband and a sock-stealing Jack 
Russell terrier. He is now writing his first novel. 

Sandy Toksvig, the famous television personality 
took time out from her busy schedule, including 
filming the Great British Bake-off, to read the book 
and declared it charming and heartwarming. The 
book will going on sale on July 26, priced at £7.99 
and will be available from Asda, Waterstones, WH 
Smith and more including on-line from Amazon. 

Phil said, "We've now had it confirmed that the 
book will be on Asda's summer list which is fantastic. 
Having the book sold in shops, railway stations and 
airports around the UK is certainly going to help put 
our beautiful Weardale on the map." 


I've even had celebrity readers, with Diane- 
Louise Jordan (Songs of Praise and Blue 
Peter presenter) and Kirsty Wark (Newsnight 
presenter) have got in touch to say they've 
read it and enjoyed it. 


"I'm very lucky. Due to the success of my self- 
published edition of the book last summer, I was 
signed up by a literary agent in London who landed 
me a book deal with John Blake Books. They fell 
in love with the story and were happy for me to 
write the additional chapters for the book without 
altering the essence or the heart of the story." 

An amazing achievement for this man, 
Stanhope born and bred. The book comes highly 
recommended by the Weardale Gazette and was 
described by Editor, Anita Atkinson, as one of the 
best she had ever read. 


Children's Adventure Week 


Monday 13 August until Friday 17 August, 9am-5pm 

Weardale Adventure Centre, Front Street, Ireshopeburn, Weardale, Co Durham, DL13 1HB 

Weardale Adventure Centre are offering an action packed week of outdoor activities for children ages 8 -16. 
"Children can stay with us for the week at our Centre in Ireshopeburn, or attend daily and take part in fantastic 
outdoor activities such as rock climbing, high-ropes, canoeing, archery and lots more." 

Cost: £225pp 

For more details contact: Vicky Sheppard, tel: 01388 537387 

Kay Sheppard, tel: 01388537387 / Email: weardaleadventure@outlook.com 


- The County Durham Plan consultation due to start 


PEOPLE are being asked to help shape the future 
of their county when the consultation on the next 
stage of the County Durham Plan starts this week. 

Beginning on Friday 22 June, the six-week 
consultation will seek people's views on the 
'Preferred Option' stage of the plan, which sets 
out potential development across the county until 
2035. The County Durham Plan provides a vision 
for future housing, jobs and the environment as 
well as the transport, schools and healthcare to 
support it. 

The consultation will run from Friday 22 June 
until Friday 3 August and people can find out more 
about the plan as well as joining in the consultation 
online at www.durham.gov.uk/future. Starting on 
Monday 25 June, consultation sessions will also 
take place across the county where residents can 
see the plan, ask questions and have their say: 

Thursday 12 July, 4pm-7pm 

St. Catherine's Community Ctr, Crook 

Tuesday 17 July, 4pm-7pm 

St. Patrick's Hall, Consett 

Wednesday 18 July, 4pm-7pm 

Wolsingham Town Hall 


Cllr Carl Marshall, Cabinet member for economic 
regeneration, said: "The County Durham Plan will 
decide what the future of our county looks like so 
it's incredibly important that as many people as 
possible join in and help to shape that future. You 
can have your say online at any time of the day 
or night over the next six weeks or come along 
to one of the consultation sessions we're running 
countywide and ask any questions you might 
have. 

"With over £3 billion currently being invested 
across the county it's a very exciting time for 
County Durham. We've listened very carefully 
to the feedback we received last time and come 
up with a potential plan that we think both 
capitalises on the current success as well as 
protecting and improving on what already makes 
County Durham such a great place to live, work 
and visit." 

The Preferred Option of the County Durham 
Plan is based on evidence about the county 
alongside opportunities and challenges identified 
by residents and businesses during the previous 
consultation. 

Once the current consultation is completed, the 
responses will be used to create the next draft 
of the plan, known as the Pre-Submission Draft. 
Further consultation will then be held before that 
plan, and any further comments, are submitted 
to an independent examiner who will decide 


whether the plan can be adopted. 

More about the County Durham Plan 

The plan sets out a range of development 
proposals as well as planning policies for the 
county until 2035. These will cover housing, 
businesses and jobs, protection of the historic 
and natural environment and how infrastructure 
will come forward to support development, 
such as major transport links, new or expanded 
schools and healthcare provision and community 
facilities. 

To support the continued economic growth of 
the county and help meet the key aim of more 
and better jobs for residents, the Preferred 
Option would see over 305 hectares of new land 
developed for business and industry. This would 
be in addition to protecting over 1,500 hectares 
of existing business and industrial land to prevent 
any other use. The plan would also include policies 
to support town centres and allow the council 
to take a more flexible approach to supporting 
businesses in rural areas, encouraging the local 
economy while protecting the environment. 

The plan shows the proposed locations for 
the 6,272 new homes across the county needed 
to meet the Government estimate of 25,992 by 
2035. The plan aims to locate the new homes in 
the right places to capitalise on the investment 
happening around the county as well as reducing 


the need to travel. 

The plan includes policies relating to the 
protection of over 250,000 hectares of County 
Durham's natural environment including 
important landscapes, wildlife areas, open 
spaces, woods and parklands to ensure that they 
cannot be used for development. It will also make 
sure that new developments in and around our 
historic towns and villages complement both the 
history and heritage of existing buildings as well 
as the natural landscape. 

In order to support the development across 
the county up to 2035, the plan also outlines new 
infrastructure including relief roads to the north 
and west of Durham City and the new Horden 
Railway Station. It would also protect further land 
for possible future transport use in Barnard Castle 
and Bowburn and the potential reintroduction of 
the Leamside railway line. 

The plan also sets out how developers will 
be required to contribute towards such things 
as new, improved or expanded schools and 
healthcare provision such as doctors surgeries 
alongside parks and community facilities. 
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Picking litter 
in Fir Tree 

MEMBERS of the Fir Tree and Harperley 
Residents' Association turned out in the heat 
to tidy up their village recently. 

Aided by Durham County Council, which 
supplied the necessary tool and bags as well as 
hi-viz jackets, the small group walked around 
the village picking up the litter. The Association 
is an active group, which meets monthly to 
organise events and sort out problems as 
well as monitor such things as speeding traffic 
through the village and campaigning for a bus 
shelter for students. 



Volunteer drivers for hospitals 
URGENTLY NEEDED 

VOLUNTEERING Matters in partnership with Supportive run a transport scheme in 
Co. Durham called Help to Health, covering all surgeries and hospital appointments. 
They take patients who are unable to get to their appointments by any other means, 
wait for them and take them home again. We are urgently seeking more volunteers; 
you will be paid an agreed mileage allowance 
and will be covered by our public liability insurance. 

For more information, please contact Angela on 0191 3891155 
or email angela.foster@volunteeringmatters.org.uk 


ADVERTISING 


Domestic Bliss Cleaning Services 

Call Leigh-Anne 07753 121064 


Christine's Unisex Hair & Beauty, 

4 The Butts, Stanhope, (01388) 528348 



'Wellbeing in Weardale' 

By Dr Daniel Blackman 

Too much caffeine? 

Many of us consume caffeine in the form 
of coffee or tea throughout the day. In 
moderation it can stimulate our minds in order 
to help us to get going in the morning and to 
keep us productive over the course of a day. 

However, consuming more than 400 miligrams 
of cafeine per day can cause problems. Used 
to excess, caffeine can stimulate the release 
of adrenalin, which is a hormone that is oftern 
asociated with the experience of anxiety. If you 
are already feeling anxious, too much caffeine 
might make things worse. The table below 
provides a guide to sources of caffeine in order 
to help you to decide if it might be time to cut 


down. 

Mug of instant coffee. 80 - 135 mg 

Mug of filter coffee. 115-175 mg 

Mug of decaf coffee. 5 -15 mg 

Shot of espresso coffee. 100 mg 

Mug of tea.50 mg 

Mug of green tea. 30 mg 

Can of Coke. 35 mg 

Can of Red Bull. 80 mg 


Do bear in mind that if you regularly consume 
a high level of caffeine, you are likely to 
experience withdrawal symptoms if you cut it 
too quickly. So, reduce it gradually. 

Dr Daniel Blackman 
Durham & Dales Clinical Psychology 
www.ddcp.co.uk 


SEASONED 
HARDWOOD LOGS 


available from 

WARD TIMBER Ltd. 

Rogerley Sawmill, 
Frosterley 

Tel: (01388) 528362 

Email: sales@wardtimber.co.uk 

(collection only) 


C. READSHAW 
BUILDING & ROOFING 

• Brick/ Block /Stone Work 

• Plastering & Pointing 

• Roofing & Guttering 

• Fencing & Decking 

FREE ESTIMATES 

T: 01388 526894 • M: 0782 617 9727 


M.C. HOGARTH 
PLASTERING SERVICES 
EST 08 

* All aspects of internal /external plastering 

* General building maintenance 

* Pointing & guttering 

* All roofing & lead repairs 

* General joinery & tiling work 

Free estimates. 

Clean, friendly and reliable service 

07824 617648 

mchogarth8 6@y ahoo. co.uk 


M.O.T. 

Barry Bowman, 

Boltsburn Garage, 
Rookhope 

FREE pick-up & delivery from 
your work or home in the Dale 

Open: 

Mon-Fri, 8am - 6.30pm 
Sat, 8am - 4pm 
By Appointment. 
Class IV-VII 

Tel: (01388) 517800 

(Conditions apply) 


' C. HOPE x 
DECORATOR 

Interior & Exterior Painting 
• Paper hanging • Coving 

No job too small Free estimates 

. Tel: 0792 391 1091 . 


PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

Contact 


Alan Alderson 


Telephone: 

(Teesdale) 01833 640839 


AQUACLEAN 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
FROM £30 

Half price for 2nd carpet • 3-piece from £40 
Est. 2009. Weekends Available and Insured 
Call Jim on 0781 2845124 or 01207 238473 


CURTAINS & ROMAN BLINDS 
Hand-made 

We also sell fabrics and 
do alterations 

Rind Glenda 01833 630 906 

for estimate anytime 


Neat & Tidy 

Handyman and Property Services 

Int/ext painting, Fencing, Landscaping 
Pointing, Guttering, Concreting, Chainsaw 
Sharpening, Dismantling Service. 

Plus lots more 

Ask Ian: 01388 517066 / 07891249258 


Daisy Chain 

FLORIST 

Tel. Stanhope: (01388) 528868 
www.daisychainfloristweardale.co.uk 


Weardale Funeral Services 

‘Established local family business 
Offering a caring 24 hour service 
(private Chapel of‘Rest 

Traditional Funerals 
Memorials and Inscriptions 
Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
Covering Weardale and 
surrounding areas 

Tel, (Paul: 01388 528045 
Mobile: 0770 341 0765 



VARIOUS STREETS - HALL LANE ESTATE AREA, 
WILLINGTON (20 MPH SPEED ZONE) ORDER 2018 

The Council proposes to make an Order under Sections 81, 82, 84 & 

87 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of which is to 
introduce: 20mph Speed Zone on (A) entire lengths of: Auckland Ct, 
Cambridge Ave, Canterbury Cres, Cleves Ct, Denewood Cl, Jubilee 
Terr, Lannouth Ct, Lewthwaite Gdns, Lincoln Drive, Miners Homes, 
Myers Gr, North Terr, Norwich Gdns Park Terr, Richardson Ct, 
Robinson Cl, Rutherford Ct, Snowden Terr and Wells Grove (including 
all side streets / back lanes); and (B) part lengths of roads: Armstrong 
Drive: From 16 mts south east of its junction with B6286 Hunwick 
Lane, proceeding easterly for its entire Length; Bridge End: From 12 
mts south of its junction with A690 Commercial St. southerly for its 
entire length; Chapel St: From 65 mts south of its junction with A690 
Commercial St. southerly for its entire length; Chester Drive: From 
160 mtrs north east of its junction with Dovedale Ave. north easterly 
then northerly for its entire length; Dovedale Ave: From 18 mts north 
west of its junction with Chester Drive north westerly for its entire 
length; Hall Lane Estate: From 12 mts south of its junction with A690 
Commercial St. southerly for its entire length; and Hall Terr: From 
4 mts south of its junction with A690 Commercial St. southerly for 
its entire length (includes all side streets / back lanes). A copy of the 
draft Order and supporting information may be inspected at Willington 
Library and at County Hall, Durham during normal opening hours 
and via the council website. Any person who wishes to object to the 
proposed Order should send their grounds of objection in writing to 
Loraine Holding, Legal Assistant at County Hall, Durham or by email 
to highways.orders@durham.gov.uk (ref 18519) by 01/08/18. 

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD HUMPS 
(CHESTER DRIVE, WILLINGTON) 

In accordance with Sections 90A & 90C of the Highways Act 1980 
The County Council of Durham propose to construct road humps 
complying with the Highways (Road Humps) Regulations 1999 on 
Chester Drive, Willington. The scheme will comprise of 4 speed 
cushions, each in pairs across the carriageway outside the following 
properties: (1) No. 174; (2) No’s 165/166, (3) No. 157; and (4) No. 

146, the dimensions of the cushions being 1900mm x 2000mm x 
75mm (max). Full details of the proposal are available at Willington 
Library & County Hall, Durham during normal opening hours. Any 
person wishing to object to the proposal should submit these in writing 
to Loraine Holding, Legal Assistant, County Hall, Durham or by email 
to Highways.Orders@durham.gov.uk (ref: 18517) by 01/08/18. 

Dated: 11 July 2018 

Helen Lynch 
Head of Legal & Democratic Services 
County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL 



NOTICE OF VACANCY 
IN THE OFFICE OF 
COUNCILLOR 

WOLSINGHAM WARD OF 
WOLSINGHAM PARISH 

CO- OPTION OF COUNCILLOR 

INTERESTED MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE 
INVITED TO APPLY FOR CO-OPTION 
PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK, WHO WILL 
PROVIDE THE NECESSARY INFORMATION 
WE PARTICULARLY WELCOME APPLICATIONS 
FROM WOMEN TO IMPROVE THE GENDER 
BALANCE OF THE COUNCIL. 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS 21st JULY 
2018 

Gordon Dobson - Clerk to the Parish 

Wolsingham Parish Council 
Town Hall • Market Place • Wolsingham 
Bp. Auckland • DL13 3AF 
01388 526826 
wpcclerk@btconnect.com 


G Hogarth 
Building Services 

• Plastering & Pointing 

• Stonework & Blockwork 

• Dry Stone Walling • Paving 
Gardening Services also available 

For a free estimate, contact: 
Gary on Tel. 01388 517628 



DELIVERY NO PROBLEM ~ Call 01388 517258 or 517613 
^^^^^^JEmail^hristinefairless^hotmaiLcOjUl^^^^^^^ 
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'Lucky' Terrapin rescue from the Tyne 



Cont'd from front page 


After getting closer they were standing and 
debating if it was its habitat and a normal thing to 
be seen in this area, they asked a couple of local 
people walking by their opinion. They noticed 
tracks to the roadside embankment where the 
terrapin had entered the riverside area. 

Sarah walked down and called over to it, they 
could see the animal turn towards her voice and 
it began heading towards them at the riverbank. 
She said it appeared as though it was pleased to 
see them but then changed direction towards the 
walled pathway area where Colin was standing. 

Sarah rang a local vet after Colin found a number 
online. They advised it's not normally a riverside 
animal and shouldn't be there. They were advised 
to call the RSPCA. Colin realised the reptile was in 
distress, it was stuck head first and sinking against 
the wall below where he was standing. 


It was at that point that Sarah sprang 
into action, flinging off her shoes 
and rolling up her trousers before 
descending into the knee-deep mud of 
the water to make her perilous journey 
around a high wall to reach the stricken 
reptile, rescuing it from the dirty water. 

She put herself in danger to save its life, with the 
help of a long stick. Without this to assist her and 
the metal ridges in the high wall area to pull on, 
she wouldn't have been able to free herself from 
becoming stuck and sinking further at times in the 
mud, which was like quicksand. 

The terrapin - a Yellow Bellied Slider- was 
covered in silt and mud as were Sarah's legs and 
hand. The smell was terrible. She asked Colin to 
get a bag that she spotted in the shrubs and bring 
it down, so she could put the turtle into it and then 
try to climb out herself. 

Sarah pulled and used some long grass to wipe 
the thickest of the mud from her legs and between 
her toes. Then a local man who watched the 
rescue, kindly walked them to where his friend 
had pigeons and an outside tap. There, Sarah 
rinsed off the turtle and then her legs and feet. 
The kind gents also located a box to pop him into. 
They even took it into a nearby Italian where they 


had food and a drink to warm Sarah up and have a 
better wash down with soap! 

Sarah said, "It must have been dumped by its 
owners; maybe it just grew too big or got too 
expensive to keep. It's despicable to treat it like 
that but it has now found a new home with us and 
we're looking after it. 

"Some people just don't deserve to have animals. 
It seems used to being handled and seems to have 
taken to us and the rest of my animals in the pub. 
All of my customers at the Pack Horse say I should 
have a zoo not a pub. 

"I have been named Dr Dolittle " 

Wildlife expert and former police officer, Eddie 
Bell, said, "These were very common as pets at 
one time but are now banned by the EEC from 
Europe. They are American and grow about the 
size of this one but they are largely vegetarian." 

Sarah, whose ambition is to live on a farm with 
her beloved animals, has had a tetanus injection 
to ward off any bacteria she may have picked up. 


"I was very lucky not to have become 
stuck in the mud but I couldn't leave it 

there to die," she said afterwards. 

\_ 1 _/ 

Friends had pointed out the danger she has 
exposed herself to and she also said afterwards 
that she hadn't thought about possible needles 
and other risks that could have existed in the river 
and mud. 

She added, "A grazed toe and stiff hips and 
hands were worth saving his life. We have named 
him Lucky." 

"He appeared to have not had the correct light 
for some time judging by his poor colouring." 

A UVB light, borrowed from Jan Edwards from 
Far Place Animal Sanctuary, based near St John's 
Chapel, was used to aid calcium absorption and 
also bring out the bright yellow stripes Lucky 
should have. This also is thought to be linked to a 
poorly eye he was suffering from. 

Lucky was found and rescued just in the nick 
of time and now has a loving new family. He loves 
having cuddles and his feet rubbed. 

Sarah would like to thank all those 
who helped and also Jan Edwards from 

Farplace for lending the UVB lamp 

while his new items are on order. 



England fans help MS 

A GROUP of England fans from the Dale 
joined together before the match against 
Panama to have their photograph taken. 

Each one gave a donation to the Stanhope 
and Weardale branch of the MS Society 
and then went off to watch their team win 
6-1! The photo call was organised by Colin 
Dixon from Wolsingham. 

Photo with thanks to Janis Gascoigne 



ENGINEERING training provider is celebrating after winning an award 
for its apprenticeship scheme 


South West Durham Training (SWDT) was 
nominated by businesses on Aycliffe Business 
Park for the Apprenticeship and Training Award, 
sponsored by Gestamp, for implementing an 
apprenticeship scheme as an integral part of 
developing its workforce. The 400-hectare 
business park is home to more than 500 
businesses employing around 10,000 people 
and its fourth annual Make Your Mark Awards 
ceremony, hosted by BBC Radio Five Live presenter 
Charlie Charlton, was held at The Xcel Centre. 

More than 200 people attended the event, with 
52 nominations for the 11 award categories. The 
top award of the night - Company of the Year - 
went to Stiller Warehousing and Distribution. 

SWDT, which marked its 50th anniversary last 
December with a big ceremony of its own led by 
BBC Breakfast's Steph McGovern, is well known 
for training apprentices for other companies. 
But it also employs its own apprentices. 


Laura Pickford, 17, from Barnard Castle, 
joined on an 18-month level 3 apprenticeship 
in business administration in March. She said: 
"I'm still learning the important academic skills 
necessary for the role, but I'm also getting to 
know the ropes of the office, doing general 
admin jobs, data cleaning, printing, filing and 
dealing with people on the phone, and I'm loving 
it." 

Jason Howe, General Manager at SWDT, said: 
"The award is special as it is nominated and judged 
by companies on the Aycliffe Business Park. It is 
great recognition for the continued hard work and 
commitment of our staff and fantastic students. 

"We are obviously enthusiastic exponents of 
apprenticeships, and we keep in touch with many 
of our former apprentices who have gone on to 
have very rewarding careers in industry. Our 
message to the region's employers is continue 
to invest in apprentices - our future workforce." 


County Durham Paintings Continue 
their International Adventure 


Zurbaran’s Jacob and His Twelve Sons now on display in Israel 


AN international spotlight is continuing to shine 
on County Durham, as some of the region's most 
famous artworks extend their first foreign tour. 

Francisco de Zurbaran's life-size paintings of 
Jacob and His Twelve Sons, which are usually 
found in Auckland Castle, Bishop Auckland, have 
spent the past eight months on display in the USA. 
Following high profile exhibitions at The Frick 
Collection, New York and the Meadows Museum, 
SMU, Dallas, which attracted more than 81,000 
people, the paintings have now moved to the 
Israel Museum, Jerusalem, where they will be 
shown until 2 October 2018. 

The tour forms part of 
efforts by The Auckland 
Project, which owns and 
manages Auckland Castle, 
to raise the profile and 
understanding of Spanish Art, 
with support from Centro de 
Estudios Europa Hispanica, 

Madrid and the Center for 
Spain in America. The Israeli 
exhibition, Jacob and His 
Twelve Sons: Paintings from 
Auckland Castle, opened 
with a VIP reception at the 
Israel Museum, hosted by the 
Embassy of Spain to the State 
of Israel. 

The event was attended 
by His Excellency Manuel 
G.mez-Acebo, Ambassador 
of Spain to Israel, as well as 
representatives from The 
Auckland Project, including Jane Ruffer, Chair of 
the Leadership Committee; Lynda Sale, Director 
of Strategy and Marketing and. Dr Edward Payne, 
Head Curator: Spanish Art. 

Dr Payne said: "We are delighted that the 
temporary closure of Auckland Castle for 
conservation has allowed us to share Zurbaran's 
masterpieces with the world, first in the USA and 
now in Israel. One of The Auckland Project's key 
goals is to raise the profile of Spanish Art and 
these temporary exhibitions are a great way of 
doing just that and of shining an international 
spotlight on Bishop Auckland and County Durham 
as a whole." 

The exhibition of Jacob and His Twelve Sons: 
Paintings from Auckland Castle, at the Israel 


Museum is curated by Shlomit Steinberg, Hans 
Dichand Senior Curator of European Art. And 
already, the exhibition has grabbed international 
headlines, with coverage in Israel's oldest 
newspaper, Haaretz, as well as leading Spanish 
outlets Television Espanola (TVE), news agency 
EFE and the El Pais newspaper. This follows 
similar coverage in outlets such as the New York 
Times that surrounded the original US tour of 
the paintings, co-organised by the Meadows 
Museum, SMU; The Frick Collection; and, 
Auckland Castle, in association with the Kimbell 
Art Museum. 

The Israel Museum 
exhibition, made 

possible with support 
from a number of 
international donors, 
marks only the third 
time the Zurbaran 
paintings have left 
Auckland Castle as a 
complete collection 
since they were bought 
by Richard Trevor 
(Bishop of Durham 
1752-1771) in 1756. 

Jacob and His Twelve 
Sons will return home 
to Auckland Castle later 
this year. The 900-year- 
old palace, once home 
to the Prince Bishops 
of Durham, is currently 
undergoing a multi-million pound conservation 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the 
Heritage Conservation Trust, Sir James Knott Trust, 
The Charles Hayward Foundation, The Headley 
Trust, The Linbury Trust, The Rothschild Foundation, 
Garfield Weston Foundation, J Paul Getty Jnr 
Charitable Trust and Richard Oldfield. 

Once complete it will form part of The Auckland 
Project, a new arts, faith and heritage destination 
in Bishop Auckland that also includes a Spanish 
Gallery, inspired by Zurbaran's paintings. 

For more information, please visit www. 
aucklandproject.org or search for Auckland Project 
on Facebook and Twitter. Further information 
about the Israel Museum is also available online at 
www.imj.org.il/en 


/ -\ 

Francisco de Zurbaran's life-size 

paintings of Jacob and His Twelve 
Sons, which are usually found in 
Auckland Castle, Bishop Auckland, 
have spent the past eight months 
on display in the USA. 

Following high profile exhibitions 
at The Frick Collection, New York 
and the Meadows Museum, SMU, 
Dallas, which attracted more than 
81,000 people, 

the paintings have now moved 
to the Israel Museum, Jerusalem, 
where they will be shown until 
2 October 2018. 

\ _ / 



Councillors hear about 
County’s pharmacy services 


COUNTY Durham is well served by community 
pharmacies - but more work is needed to 
make people aware of the services they offer, 
according to a report. 

The document states that the area has an 
above average supply of community pharmacies, 
including a good distribution of outlets offering 
extended and weekend opening hours. The 
findings, included in a Pharmaceutical Needs 
Assessment published by Durham County 
Council, are backed up by research which found 
that 93 per cent of people in the county felt 
they could easily access pharmacy services. 
The report also highlights the range of services 
provided by pharmacies in the area and states 
that this could be increased but that this is 
reliant on making residents aware of what 
pharmacies offer. 

Representatives from the Local Pharmaceutical 
Committee for County Durham and Darlington 


described the broad range of services pharmacies 
in the area provide and discuss how they plan to 
promote services when they attended a meeting 
of the area's Health and Wellbeing Board. 

Cllr Lucy Hovvels, Durham County Council's 
cabinet member for adult and health services, 
said: "Pharmacies play an essential role in our 
communities, often providing safe havens for 
individuals to seek help and advice from trusted 
professionals. 

"Pharmacy staff tend to reflect the background 
of the residents they serve and, therefore, are 
well placed to play a key role in supporting people 
to stay well and manage common conditions 
themselves. This can ease pressure on already 
stretched GP practices and A&E departments. I 
would strongly encourage everyone to use their 
local pharmacy as a first point of call for advice 
and treatment for minor health concerns." 



























Weardale Gazette • 11 July - 24 July 2018 • www.weardalegazette.co.uk • Find us on Facebook 


Page 9 


TT motorcyclist retires after 22 years without a fall 


Cont from front page. 

Ian 'Pixie' Pattinson's consuming love of motorbikes 
and racing began as a little boy when his father, 
Neil, would take him to watch his uncles, David and 
Michael, riding in side-car scrambles around the 
region. 

/ 

When he was seven years old, he asked 
Santa Claus for a motorbike and was 
thrilled when he found a Suzuki 50cc 

under the Christmas tree. 

_ / 

He learned how to ride it by playing around on the 
family farm and when he was old enough to afford to 
race, he started to attend meetings - inevitably side¬ 
car motor cross, following in his uncles' footsteps. 

He was 17 when he started and it wasn't long 
before he took part in his first British Championships, 
in Oxford, and finished in fifth place. Eventually, he 
gave up racing for a couple of years while he built 
himself a house at Huntshieldford, a former cow 
byre. Then on a 'drunken night out' with friend, Keith 
Taylor, he made a decision and a promise to give 
road racing a try. This was in 1993 and he competed 
at the Elvington track near York, which was then the 
'local' circuit. He came last but it didn't put him off 
and he vowed to get better and he continued. 

It was at Elvington, that he got down on both 
knees - one of his knees was so badly damaged that 
he needed two - and proposed to his now long- 
suffering wife, Venita, who has become his greatest 
fan along with the children Matthew and Sophie. 
The two children and now their children have grown 
up with the sport. Daughter, Sophie, especially is 
going to miss the annual pilgrimage to the Isle of 



Ian mending son-in-law, Marcus' bike 


Man because she has never missed one since she 
started going at four years old. 

"It's going to be hard for the family next year," 
said Venita wistfully. 

However, Sophie's partner, Marcus Robinson, 
has taken up Super Moto and his bike is looked 
after by Ian. The family tradition of motorbike 
racing continuing into a third generation. 

"In 1994, someone mentioned the Manx Grand 
Prix," said Ian. "I had never heard of it even though 
I had attended the TT races on the Isle of Man. 
When it was explained that it was the same circuit 
as the TT but for amateurs, I wanted to take part." 

And so it was the following year, in 1995, that 
he entered and won an award - a silver replica 
for travelling at 110% of the leader. He competed 
that year at speeds averaging over 103mph. His 
love affair with the circuit and the island had 
begun and he would spend the next 22 years 
competing annually - the only glitch was in 2001 
when the foot-and-mouth epidemic saw the event 
cancelled for the first and only time since WW2. 

Ian proudly states that although he can drive a 
car, he has never had one registered in his name 
and always used motorbikes to travel around. 
The cost of racing is massive and growing by 
the day but he and Venita managed to fund his 
races themselves. Ian worked for Northumbria 
Water for many, many years and Venita owned a 
successful home care business. 

/ 

It was Venita who was responsible for 
attracting a sponsor for Ian after he 
eventually won the Manx GP in 2005, 

sponsored by Martin Bullock. 

\ _ ' _ / 

Venita managed to have a word with Martin and 
also a friend of Martin's and he agreed to sponsor 
him, which he continued to do after Ian, having 
won the Manx, then graduated to the real thing - 
the TT for professional racers. 

This was Ian's dream come true and he was 
sponsored by Bullock for the next ten seasons. 


His trophy cabinet holds an incredible 
74 trophies from both the Manx and TT 
races as well as caps and medals. 

It is probably the largest collection 

in the country. (Pictured above right) 

\ ___ / 

It consists of a dizzy array of stunning bronze and 
silver replicas - an amazing achievement. One 
of the caps is a 'Tommy Club' cap, which is a race 
commemorating one of Ian's teammates, Tommy 
Clucas, who was tragically killed and a prize set 
up in his memory. The cap was presented for 


averaging over 120 mph in the Manx Grand Prix 
races. 

But Ian's greatest achievement was to take 
part in all of these races, win all of these trophies 
without a single fall. Although he recalls some 
near misses, including one when the marshalls 
stopped him after he had 'clipped' a stone wall on 
a bend and ripped the sleeve out of his leathers 

"I could hear something flapping on my back," 
remembered Ian. "But I didn't realise what it was 
until the marshalls flagged me down. This time, 
Venita couldn't mend it like she usually did." 

Why does he love the TT so much? 
"The first time I rode there, I got the 
bug because it was just like riding 
around here, around the Dale 

with all the roads closed." 

\ _ _ / 

At one time, Ian was the fastest rider in the 
north east and applauded throughout the world 
of motorcycling racing. And there's nothing he 
doesn't know about motorbikes. He is known 
as the 'Guru' and used this skill and knowledge 
to set up his own company, 'Weardale Racing 
Ltd' where he sets up, mends, services and fixes 
anything to do with bikes. 

"There is nothing Ian doesn't know about 
bikes," added Venita proudly. 

And so, the guru, Weardale's own national 
champion, has retired because he can't afford to 
continue. There is a rule with the TT that bikes can 
be no more than eight years old and the ones used 
by the top riders these days literally cost around 
£100,000. He will still be riding his bikes, which 
are now too old to compete and he will continue 
to compete in races - off-road events probably in 
Super Moto and Moto-X. "It's going to come full 
circle," mused Ian. "I'm going back to my roots." 

And in the meantime, as well as running 
Weardale Racing Ltd, he and Venita are also 
working with students at Sunderland University's 
Engineering department on a project called 
'Formula Student'. They have taken them to the 
TT to give them the experience of an international 
event and how it works.. In return, the University 
along with Amap and several other associated 
companies have helped to fund Ian's racing by 
sponsoring the Yamaha R6 and provided several 
items of clothing including his leathers last year. 
This year they have been helped by The Tyne and 
Wear Support 81 and Craig Hay who generously 
organised fund raising events. 

Ian took the opportunity to thank everyone 
who has supported him in the past, the fans, the 
sponsors, including Richard Rose, Doug Weston 
and Paul Smith who generously gave their time to 



assist in the racing, Scott Bissett, Mark & Alan Peart, 
Ian Charlton, Grant Tyrone, Sophie Marcus and the 
girls, Brian and Brenda and Jeff and Louise and Eddie 
Turley from Brand Initiative. 

7 For more information about X 

Weardale Racing Ltd 

visit the Facebook page 


Congratulations, Holly! 


A YOUNG lady from Wolsingham has graduated 
from Durham University. 

Holly Appelby, who attended Wolsingham and 
Barnard Castle schools, achieved a BSc in Natural 
Sciences, Biology and Geography. But the work 
isn't over yet because she will be back to studying 
in September when she returns to Durham to 
begin a Masters of Research in Conservation 
Biology. Congratulations! 



MEN CAN BE VICTIMS TOO, SAYS YOUNG PCVC 


MALE VICTIMS of domestic abuse are encouraged 
to seek support in a new campaign launched in 
Durham last month. 

The #NOLESSOFAMAN campaign is aimed at 
men who are victims of domestic abuse. There are 
over 2.5 million cases of domestic abuse against 
men reported in the UK each year. Domestic abuse 
can be psychological, physical, sexual financial or 
emotional. A key message is that there is help and 
support available for male victims through Harbour, 
a service commissioned to provide assistance to 
individuals and families affected by domestic abuse. 

The new campaign is spearheaded 
by Libby Wright, the Young Police, 

Crime and Victims' Commissioner 
for County Durham and Darlington. 

Libby was elected by the Police 
Cadets last year on a manifesto 
which included a commitment to 
promote the rights and interests of 
male victims of domestic abuse. 

Libby said: "Research suggests that 
one in six men are victims of physical 
violence from an intimate partner. 

Men are also two times less likely 
to tell anyone about the domestic 
abuse they are suffering. I want to 
empower men to seek help and 
reassure them that help and support 
is available. Men should feel free to 
seek help. They shouldn't view the 
situation they find themselves in as 
a sign of weakness; it doesn't make 
them any less of a man." 

Speaking at the launch, Police, 

Crime and Victims' Commissioner 
Ron Hogg said: "Libby is absolutely 
right to raise this issue. For too 
long, this issue has remained hidden 


and under reported. I hope this campaign will 
encourage men to come forward and seek 
support." 

Copies of the hard-hitting poster will be 
distributed through a variety of places including 
colleges, universities, GP surgeries, pubs, and 
more. If you would like copies of the poster to 
distribute in your workplace, contact general. 
enquiries@durham.pcc.pnn.gov.uk. 

Harbour can be contacted on 03000 202525 or via 

www.myharbour.org.uk 



Frosterley Co-op helps Samaritans 



STAFF at Frosterley Co-op held an outdoor Coffee 
Morning' outside of the shop recently to raise money 
for charity. 

The store has a impressive record for raising money 
for good causes and this time, it was for the Samaritans. 
Charlene Burdis, the store manager, said, " It was a kind 
of pre-launch for a sponsored walk to be undertaken 
by two members of staff - Alison Burnie and Beverley 
Richmond - who will walking for the charity from 
Kirkby Stephen in Cumbria to Keld in North Yorkshire. 

"The event was also 
a wonderful way to bring 
the community in Frosterley together." 

The staff placed tables and chairs outside of the shop 
and visitors enjoyed a morning of glorious sunshine 
while they drank their coffee and chatted to other 
villagers. The event raised £146 for the Samaritans. 

If anyone would like to sponsor Alison and Beverley, 
there are sponsor forms in the Co-op. 
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SPORT 

Tell us about your sporting events and achievements! 

E : anitaatkinsonl 28 @btinternet.com 


Stanhope Town FC holds presentation evening 


STANHOPE Town Sports and Social Club Football 
team held an evening presentation event for the first 
time in several years. 

It had been planned to take place after the Alan 
Tennick Memorial 5-a-side tournament that has 
taken place annually for over 40 years but the 
torrential rain saw the event postponed at the last 
minute. The presentation event was held in Stanhope 
Sports and Social Club in a packed bar and presided 
over by Manager, Dean Tinkler. 

Dean addressed the audience saying that although 
the team had finished the season without winning 
any silverware, they had a season they could be proud 
of. He also proudly proclaimed the team, the 'Kings 
of Weardale' after they had beaten Wolsingham and 
Wearhead teams during the season and he singled 
out the match against First Division Shildon who, 
he said, had been expecting an easy game after 
battering all other teams in the league. But, Second 
Division Stanhope gave them a run for their money 
even though they lost 3-1. 

"It showed that we are good enough for First 
Division league," he declared to rousing cheers. 


/ Dean has been manager of the club for a few \ 
seasons now but his association goes back to when 
he was a 16-year-old schoolboy. He never under¬ 
estimates the hard work behind the scenes of the 
committee, the staff at Stanhope Club and the 
x support of the community. / 



Dean praised Alan and Sue Barker, stewards of the 
club for their support and for providing first class 
facilities. 

"After every game, we come back here and have a 
great afternoon together, whether we have won or 
lost - and that is down to the club, to Sue and Alan." 
He then gave Sue, who washes the strips, extra 
praise and invited her to accept a beautiful bouquet 
(pictured left) of 
flowers to rapturous 
applause from the 
lads. 

Dean also praised the 
committee individually 
for the work they 
do, the Treasurer, 
David Bee, Secretary, 
Les Thompson and 
Chairman, Clement 
O'Donovan who don't 
just run the club but 



Michael Embling and Aiden Bowers 
shared the Spat of the Year and 
celebrated with their dummy awards 


also spend time marking out the field, hanging 
the nets, filling the water bottles, cutting the 
grass and so much more, including Les writing the 
weekly football reports for the Weardale Gazette. 
He thanked them all on behalf of the players and 
management. 

He also praised his assistant, Stuart O'Dell who, 
he said, makes the club a high prority in his lofe and 
works endlessly to help its success. "We sometimes 
have difficult decisions to make and Stuart makes 
my job easier. 

Finally thanks went to the sponsors, Ian Peadon, 
Alan Rosemurgey and the Weardale Railway. 

"They put money in every year and without that 
couldn't continue as we do," he said. 

Then the action turned to the presentations with a 
few 'daft' awards to set the scene. Dean announced 
the 'goal of the season; award to be presented to 
Charlie Sanderson with the description of it raising 
guffaws from around the room. The point was lost 
on this reporter, but it appeared as though everyone 
else got the joke! 

The Most Embarrassing Moment award went to 
Steven Vayro who was presented with a box of 
condoms, so this reporter wasn't sure she wanted 
to know the story behind it! 

And finally, the 'Spat of the Year award was 
presented to Michael Embling and Aidan Bowers 
who were both given dummies and it seemed as 
though all had been forgiven as they posed sucking 
in them. 

Then it was time for the real awards. Dean revealed 
that a total of 67 goals had been scored by various 





Steven Vayro - most 
embarrassing moment award 

members of the team but the 
top scorer award went to striker, 

Sam Green, of Crook. The Players' 

Player of the Year award, as voted 
by his team-mates went to Danny 
Wright and the runner-up was 
teenager, Vinnie Gascoigne- 

Alien, playing in his first season. _ 

Danny Wright, who is team captain, also won the 
Player of the Year award too. The Sports and Social 
Club Player of the Year was revealed as David O'Neil 
who wasn't able to be there and his trophy was 
accepted by Adam Barker on his behalf. 

The Robert Gibson Memorial Trophy for the most 
committed player of the year was presented to 
goalkeeper, Graeme Hodgson, by Robert's brother, 
Michael Gibson. The penultimate award, the 
prestigious Manager's Player of the Year as chosen 
by Dean and Stuart, went to Charlie Sanderson to 
the delight of the whole audience. 

Dean said that although Charlie was the winner, 
there were other players who were considered 
and deserved to be mentioned, including Connor 
McArdle and Sam Green who despite personal 
problems during the season had operated on 'all 
cylinders' at every match. 

He then introduced Chairman, Clement O'Donovan, 
who thanked Dean and Stuart for managing the 
club and presented Dean with an inflatable zimmer 
frame, the idea behind it again lost on this reporter! 
Clem said he was privileged to be Chairman of the 
best team in the universe and was supported by the 
best committee and best group of WAGS too. He 
was to present the Neil Vayro Memorial Trophy for 
the most dedicated player and began by describing 
the man Neil was. He always turned up for every 
game even though he knew he may not be chosen 
to play, he was dependable. He explained that 
Neil's family, who were unable to be present on 
the night, had donated the trophy in his memory. 
Clem became emotional and was almost not able 
to continue but the team members cheered him on 
and he managed to finish his tribute to Neil who 
was only in his early thirties when he died after a 
brave battle against cancer, leaving a wife and three 
children. 

"Neil was very special," he continued. "And the 
person who has won this award tonight in his 



Managers player of the season, Charlie Sanderson 
with Stuart and Dean 


memory is very special, too. I adore him as a person 
and as a player. When it rains, he sees rainbows, 
when it’s dark, he looks for stars. He knows that 
difficult roads lead to beautiful destinations." 

Clem then produced a pack of cards to present 
a magic trick and although it went wrong, he still 
managed to give Tanya Westgarth a Queen of 
Hearts and then announced the winner as being her 
husband, Lee Westgarth who he described as the 
King of this club. The club erupted into spontaneous 
applause and ear-shattering cheers as Lee realised 
he was the winner and came forward to receive the 
impressive trophy. 

He gave a brief speech about his riotous past as a 
rebel teenager when he spray-painted Stanhope red. 
"The only people who believed in me was Stanhope 
football club and Clem. If you give them one ounce of 
respect, they give you the world," he said. 

At that the presentation was over but the club, 
through Les Thompson, wanted to thank all of the 
people who have sponsored them this season as well 
as the members and committee of Stanhope Sports 
and Social Club: Weardale Railway, Alan Rosemurgey 
(Dry Stonewalling), Ian Peadon (First Electrical 
Solutions), Castle Bank Butchers,and a special thanks 
to Alan and Sue, Stewards of the social club for their 
help. 



Lee Westgarth winner of the Neil Vayro Memorial 
Trophy for the most dedicated player 



The Weardale Tuesday Walkers to visit Grove Rake 

By Alan Smith 

THE Weardale Tuesday Walkers will enjoy a visit through history on Tuesday 17 July. A walk through 
history as we follow the line of the Rookhope Chimney up the fell and visit Grove Rake Mine, with old 
photos to compare the "then 1 ' with the "now”. Five miles, 650 feet of ascent. For details of these and 
lots of other local guided walks in July, including all the walks of the North Pennines Walking Festival, visit 

www.weardale.uk 


Poker nights in Stanhope - Every Thursday Night 


THE popular card game. Poker, is played around the 
Dale in clubs and pubs - and, in Stanhope, there is 
a weekly evening. 

Every Thursday night, in Stanhope Sports and Social 
Club players meet up to enjoy games on specially 
built tables using chips bought beforehand. The 
group who meets regularly are friendly and play in 
the spirit of the game. 

Poker was developed some time during the early 
19th century in the United States. Since those 


early beginnings, the game has grown to become 
an extremely popular worldwide pastime with on¬ 
line games played by people in different countries 
at the same time. In Stanhope, local players - men 
and women - gather together socially and enjoy the 
atmosphere. 

Marlene Peart is one of the regulars. 

"I love it," she said. "I played once and got the bug." 

If you would like to join this amiable group, 
just turn up any Thursday evening 
- games start at 8:30pm 
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DARTS 


RUGBY 


Men’s darts Finals Night and presentation in Stanhope 



Winners of the league 
Stanhope Club 


Hare and Hounds Westgate team 
winners of the Bottom 8 cup 



Runners-up 
Wolsingham 
Club team 


Ladies and girls rugby at Barnard Castle 

Girls and ladies 
do you fancy a new challenge 
and meeting new people? 



Do you want to release your inner warrior? Or 
just have fun and get fit whilst meeting new 
friends? The Barnard Castle Gatorz Womens 
Rugby Union Football Club has been showing 
why the sport is the fastest growing one in 
the UK after holding an open day earlier this 
month. 

The Gatorz girls have just finished their 
first full playing season and managed to have 
four of their number called up to the county 
squad in their first season! They are already 
preparing for an even more exciting season 
ahead with plans for a tour and playing 
further afield in Cumbria and Yorkshire. The 
new seasons plan also includes growing the 
numbers, three new players already joined at the 
end of the season and hopefully having a ladies 
touch rugby team. 

They meet every Thursday evening in Barnard 
Castle rugby club at 6:30pm and everyone is 
welcome to join them. They are a friendly and 


fun-loving group who are waiting to meet you. 

The lead coaches are Paul Davis and Sarah 
O'Doherty. If you'd like to join them or need more 
information contact Paul on 07740086685 email 
paul.davis@bcrufc.org or Sarah on 07970 422813 
or email: sarah.odoherty@bcrufc.org 


THE Weard'Ale Men Dart's league held a very busy 
Finals Night and awards evening in Stanhope Club 
last month. 

Teams from around the Dale crowded into the bar to 
watch the action with some top-class darts worthy of 
an international stadium. The atmosphere was electric 
and at times, silent as other players observed the need 
for concentration from those at the oche. The final of 
the doubles match commanded not only silence but 
also intense interest as Stanhope Club's Tim Embling 
and 'Butch' gave the performance of their lives, wiping 
the board clean in the least number of throws possible. 
They should both be wearing England shirts! 

Stanhope Club, not surprisingly went on to win 
the knock-out cup, against local rivals, Wolsingham 
Club. Stanhope club team wiped the board, taking 
almost every trophy, including Pkayer of the Year-Tim 
Embling who shared the trophy with Kevin Sanderson. 
The results were as follows : 

Knockout cup final: Stanhope SSC 7-3 Wolsingham 
WMC; 

Bottom '8' Cup: Hare and Hounds 7-5 Cowshill; Singles 
knockout: Butch 3-0 Martin Farmer; 

Doubles knockout: Butch & Tim Embling 3-2 Kevin 
Sanderson & Tony Chapman; 

Weard'ale brewery trebles knockout: Martin Farmer, 
Jamie Thompson, James McClurg 3-0 Darren Fletcher, 



Andrew Featherstone, Matty Birnie; Over 50s 
knockout: Tony Chapman 3-1 Martin Farmer; 
Captains cup: Dave Dixon 3-2 Mally Craig; 

25-50s knockout: Butch w/o Neil Peveller; 

Under 25s winner: Dan Bell 
Other trophies presented were : 

League winners: Stanhope SSC, runners up - 
Newmarket; 

Most team games won: Stanhope SSC 
Most trebles games won: Stanhope SSC 
Most doubles games won: Stanhope SSC 
Most singles games won: Stanhope SSC 
Player of the year: 22 wins Kevin Sanderson & 
Tim Embling 

Most 180s - 8: Jamie Thompson 
Highest finish: 170 - Tim Embling 
Wooden spoon: Pack Horse 

/---\ 

Nigel Percival, Secretary of the league, said, 

"Many thanks to Stanhope SSC for hosting the 
event and to Arthur Atkinson for running the 
raffle. To Clement O'Donovan for comparing 
during the trophy presentation and also Peter 
Nattrass for organising all the trophies. 

\ / 



Trebles winners Newmarket Tow Law Jamie 
Thompson James McClurk and Martin Farmer 


Press officer Nigel Percival 
from Wolsingham 



Darren Fletcher 


Grey Bull team 



Ladies Darts winners 


We were unable to publish all of the ladies darts photographs in the last edition, for which we apologise. 



GO FISHING 


Go Fishing with Northumbrian Water 

By Chris Hodgson 

Week ending June 17 Derwent Reservoir 

CATCH of the week : Gordon Byers had a great 
session Thursday on the meadow using hoppers 
to great effect netting and returning 9 fish up to 
31b. He then returned Friday using similar tactics 
on the Dam Wall and south side returning nine 
fish up to 31b 8oz. 

Memorable Moment of the week : Our stockings 
of late have included lots of fish around the 31b 
mark. This week we stocked more of these than 
ever with around 400 of the 600 fish stocked 
around the 31b mark and several more between 
41b and 61b. Ensure your drags are set! 

Best areas and flies : The north bank continues to 
fish well especially early and late in the day with 
fish becoming harder to tempt during the heat 
of the day. Small traditional flies have certainly 
proved their worth as fish become more selective 
with nymphs and buzzers and flies such as a Bibio, 
Black Spider, Zulu or a daddy or hopper on the 
surface. 

Best areas and baits/lures : Deeper water has 
been the most successful with bright, warm days 
pushing fish deep. We've also noticed a change 
in the focus of the fish since the wind has turned 
south westerly with the usual spots not holding 
fish. Hunter House is one area which has begun 
to fish well and suggests fish have swum 
into the wind in more western locations on 
the reservoir. Gulp eggs have worked well on 
ledger and a float fish worm should never be 
discounted, especially on an evening when 
fish are near the surface. 

Weekending: 24 June 2018 
Catch of the week : Graham Barton had 
a memorable day Saturday netting eight 
quality fish for a limit weight of 231b 
including several fish around the 41b mark. 
Graham was using a mix of Powerbait at the 
first fence and his key to success was a very 
long casting distance. 


Memorable Moment of the week: Fish have been 
rising in huge numbers after around 6pm on an 
evening when the sun drops and the surface 
temperature begins to cool. These fish have been 
easily targeted using a range of dries and nymphs 
with some memorable sport on offer. 

Best areas and flies : The north shore near the Tower 
continues to hold fish with deeper water holding 
fish through the day which venture into the margins 
early and late in the day to feed. A Cat's Whisker has 
had success but for best results traditional imitation 
flies are hard to beat with so much fly and insect life 
in and on the water 

Best areas and baits / lures : Deeper water has been 
the most successful with bright, warm days pushing 
fish deep. The best catches have been recorded 
using ledger tactics at distance with a swim feeder 
full of trout pellets or Magic Dust as the attractant. 
Newsflash: Despite a fall off in fish caught due to 
the hot, sunny conditions we continue to stock 
large numbers of fish which is leading to a large 
build up of fish numbers in the reservoir which, 
when conditions allow, will offer some tremendous 
sport. 

For more information, images and video visit our 
Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/nwwatersideparksandfishing 
Ranger office 01207 255250 


No. of Anglers 

189 

No. of trout taken - week 

359 

No. of trout returned - week 

2 

Total no. of trout caught - week 

361 

Rod average - week 

1.9 

Best trout - week 

41b 

No. fish re-stocked this week 

600 

Total no. of anglers to date 

3,148 

Total no. offish caught to date 

9,702 

No. tagged fish caught to date 

11 

Largest trout of the season so far 

10lb Bobby Scott 

Seasonal rod average 

3.08 


POOL 


Champions Singles pool league 
By Neil Coates 
Week 7 

THE Champions League returned to Stanhope 
Club this week with the host Adam Dobson 
kicking things off with a 2-0 win against Derek 
Dent, then Carl Tunstall got the first 8 ball 
bonus point of the season as he defeated 
Adam Robinson 2-1. In the other games 
Andrew Atkinson and Chris Woodruff got their 
first wins (both 2-0) as they beat Stuart Brown 
and Adam Martin respectively. 

Week 8 

NEIL Coates kept his position at the top of 
the 'Europa' League with a 2-0 win over this 
weeks' host Davey Richmond at the Frosterley 
Inn and Chris Henderson got his first victory 
under his belt, as he defeated Stuart O'Dell 
2-1. In the only other game played, Gavin 
Hudspith won 2-0 against Michael Hopkins 
with the game between Ian Mear and Keith 
Surtees postponed. 


TRIALS 


Weardale trials 

By Ray Crinson 

WEARDALE Motor Club held their latest Saturday 
Afternoon event recently when thirty four riders 
turned out at Harthope above St. John's Chapel, 
with the weather on the day not being too kind, 
resulting in a couple of cards being unreadable. 

The six sections that counted put James Battensby 
top of the Clubman route ahead of Alec Wray by 
one mark. Battensby's one and only mark went in 
the third section, while Wray suffered in section 
two with a couple there. D Collinson went clean 
on the Easy Course, closely followed by Graham 
Knight who had single prods in sections three 
and four to finish on two, ahead of a trio of riders 
on four. Youth C rider S Long took the Very Easy 
Course win on thirty. 

Results : Clubman Course 

James Battensby 1, Alec Wray 2, D Rocket 11. 
Easy Course D Collinson clean, Graham Knight 2, 
P Witham 4; Very Easy Course S Long 30. 
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Tow Law Rainbows Brownies and Guides dedicate new unit flags 


A SPECIAL service of Dedication of the unit flags of 
the Tow Law Rainbows, Brownies and Guides was 
held in the parish church of St Philip and St James, 
last month. 

The service, led by Rev Jon Whalley and began 
with the parading of the divisional flag down the 
aisle. The congregation was large and included 
members of the Wolsingham Trefoil Guild as well 
as councillors who had helped fund the new flags. 
These were County Councillor Richard Manchester 
who used over £1000 of his Neighbourhood Budget 
Fund, administered by the Three Towns Partnership. 
Also the Chairman, Jeff Gale, and Vice-Chairman, 
Paul Stokes, of Tow Law Town Council, which 
donated £250, were also present. 

The Neighbouhood Budget grant from Cllr Richard 
Manchester to Tow Law Girl Guiding covered not 
only the flags and poles for all three sections but 
also items to be stored and used by the young 
people and their leaders. These included a lockable 
cupboard, two portable ovens and other cooking 
equipment, a camera and memory card and printer 
and ink. The total cost was £1289 with £1010 from 
Cllr Manchester, £250 from Tow Law Town Council 
and a small amount from their own funds. 

The opening hymn at the service, 'Give me Joy in 
my heart' was sung, accompanied by organist Chris 
Morrow before Rev Whalley began the dedication 
of the unit flags. Each of the three were paraded 
down the aisle and dedicated by Rev Whalley. 

The Rainbows' flag was carried by Brooke, Grace 
and Evie; Brownies by Ruby and Evie and the 
Guides' flag by Emily and Evie. 



Tow Law Rainbows youngsters, leaders, members and councillors pose with the flags 





The Blessing was given and the singing of the 
National Anthem before the congregation left 
for tea in the nearby church hall. 


Leader, Lisa Fetts, read the 
renewal of the Promise 
before each group of girls 
stood to renew their own, 
hoilding the salute and 
promising to 'do their best'. 

Rev Whalley read gave a 
reading from John 8 '/ am 
the Light of the World' 
saying that every one of us 
can be a little light shining in 
a dark world. He invited all 
of the young girls to stand, 
they faced the congregation 
and sang without any 
accompaniment, the hymn ‘This little Guiding light'. 

The standard was then received into the church 
and placed in the sanctuary before prayers. The 
guides - Emily and Evie - spoke the guide prayer 
while Lisa Fetts replied for the Guiders. The final 
hymn, ‘One more step along the world I go’ was 
sung with gusto. 

Joanne Burrows, one of the Tow Law leaders, gave 
a few words of thanks. 


Members of the Wolsingham Trefoil Guild 

She began by thanking the young members of the 
Guides, Brownies and Rainbows and their leaders 
for their continued support and enthusiasm. She 
thanked the councillors and Town Council for their 
financial contributions and also Nicola Woodgate 
from the Area Action Partnership for filling in the 
forms. Rev Whalley and Chris Morrow for the 
service and finally to the late Ron Grogan, whose 
wife, Jean, was in the congregation. 


/ 

It was Ron, she said, who given his support 
with endless phone calls, nominating 
and ensuring the groups managed 
to get their new flags. 

\ _____ / 


Unconfirmed minutes of June meeting 
direct from 


WOLSINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 


*The Weardale Gazette does not amend the minutes 

TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS 
FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Ward had several comments. He asked about the 
income & expenditure account for year ended 31st 
March 2018 , regarding grants received of £25085; 
these in the main were monies received through S. 
136 payments from Durham C.C. to cover expenses 
of the Town Hall & the Recreation ground, along 
with some other smaller grants. He made reference 
to hall lettings for forward bookings; if the event 
was cancelled then a cancellation fee should be 
charged. He raised parking at the recreation ground, 
saying that some vehicles were not displaying or 
paying and others were transferring tickets between 
vehicles. He said that should be controlled. As the 
centenary of the ending of WW1 was approaching, 
what proposals did the Parish Council have for the 
event? Would they liaise with the churches and 
schools to ascertain what involvement they were 
anticipating? DS offered to meet with Mr. Ward to 
explore his concerns in detail. 


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. A. Savory declared an interest concerning 
Wolsingham C.I.U. and Cllr George registered an 
interest in Low Harperley Quarry. 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING held 8th May 
agreed, moved as a true record and signed as such. 
MATTERS ARISING: Standing Orders & Financial 
Regulations would be reviewed and circulated as a 
draft for adoption at the next meeting. 

MATTERS ARISING from last meeting : 

Procedure for co-option of councillor, draft 
procedure confirmed, with the addition of a 
statement to be submitted with expression of 
interest. Vacancy to be advertised, prospective 
candidates to be interviewed by full council. 

DCC Building Control had been informed on the 
state of the Steelworks building particularly the 
guttering and would investigate. 

Painting of lines in car park; as the surface is Gopla 
sets it would not be possible to have lines. 
MINUTES OF SKATE PARK WORKING GROUP HELD 
15TH and 30th May 

Moved and signed as a true record. As the proposed 
location of the skate park was in a conservation 
area, a full detailed planning application needs to 
be submitted. 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 15TH MAY; 
appointment of caretaker Town Hall, and Cleaner 
Angate Toilets, moved and confirmed. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Complaint re noise from Working Men's Club 
18th May, a reply had been sent advising the 
complainant that if the noise issue persists a diary 
be kept and details submitted to Durham C.C. 

b) Letter re Mrs. J. Henderson from L Richardson; 
the letter was read, along with the reply sent by the 
chairman. 

c) Complaint re noise from Low Harperley Quarry; 
this complaint was being monitored by Durham 
C.C. Environmental Health department and the 
planning department. No action needed. 

d) J. Bell, details of the draft reply had been 
circulated and was agreed, to forward to Mr. Bell. 

e) T. Buckle, a reply had been forwarded by the 
chair, that this council was achieving an integrated 
recreation area at minimal cost by making separate 
grant-funded additions to the recreation ground. 

f) A letter received from the ladies hockey team 
asks us to explore the possibility of having an all 
weather hockey pitch located in the recreation 
ground. The team had been so successful with over 
100 members that they had outgrown the facility at 
Wolsingham School. Support had been offered by 
England Hockey and Sport England to help finance 
the venture. Agreed to explore the possibility of 
inclusion in the recreation ground. 

RECREATION GROUND 

Request to have trees pollarded adjacent 6, Mill 
Race TCA. Mr Dow addressed the meeting with 


the rationale for having the tree pollarded at his 
expense, agreed to submit application to Durham 
C.C. 

TOWN HALL 

The local Women's Institute, following their 
centenary celebrations had very generously 
provided the Town Hall with a new Notice Board 
which is now in use. 

MEMBERS REQUESTS 

g) The recycling centre at Frosterley was proving to 
be so popular that a tail- back onto the A689 was not 
uncommon. It was requested that the fortnightly 
collection be replaced by a weekly collection, Cllr. 
Savory to explore with DCC. 

h) The new priorities at Weardale Area Action 
Partnership include 'Culture Tourism & Heritage', 
and 'Children, Young People and Families'. Any 
projects which fit these criteria would be welcomed. 
Cllr. A. Savory made a declaration of interest, as she 
was Vice Chair of the WAAP. 

NEWSLETTER 

Thanks to Robert Hopkinson for being editor of the 
Town Crier for the past 35 years, and ably assisted 
by Carol in the distribution network. The new editor 
is Jenny Green. 

PLANNING 

The following applications have been notified 
DM/18/00954/TCA 1, Convent Gardens, T1&T4, 
reduce & reshape Cherry, T2 Cherry Fell, T3 Holly 
reduce Crown 
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Advertorial ^■ 

The Slimming World weigh - MADE MY DAY 


A SUMMING world member who changed her 
lifestyle by losing weight, is now pursuing her 
ambitions of helping others change their lives in 
the same way. 

Christine Rumbold successfully lost weight to 
become a target member of Barbara Turnbull's 
Slimming World group at Wolsingham Masonic 
Hall. Christine has been so inspired by her weight 
loss experience that she has recently trained to 
become a Slimming World consultant herself. 

Christine is now ready to welcome 
members to join her new Slimming World 
group at CROOK MASONIC HALL 
on 17 JULY 2018, 5pm & 7pm 



Christine says, "At 62 years old, two years post 
cancer, I was an unhealthy weight and had been 
for 20 years. Always tired but unable to sleep, 
suffering daily from painful IBS and fluid retention. 
My enjoyment in life for walking was also 
becoming impossible with joint and back pain. I 
had become to feel depressed and totally lacked 
confidence 'So this was what I had to look forward 
to in retirement'. 

A Slimming World leaflet came through my 
letter box, and I knew that this was a sign 
to do something about my weight 

After joining Slimming world in 2016, I was 
surprised how quickly and with a little discipline I 
began to lose weight. 

I could still have delicious meals, roast dinner being 
a favourite in our house, and never feel hungry. It 
was in the group that I got all the help and support 
I needed. I would never have been able to achieve 
what I have done if I had tried to lose weight on my 
own at home. 

One year later, here I am feeling slim, healthy, full 
of energy and blessed with some wonderful new 
friends. Although I fell in love with the Slimming 
World concept very quickly, I did not believe for 
a second that I would be a proud Slimming World 
consultant. 

After receiving exceptionally good Slimming World 
training and guidance, I am now well equipped 
with powerful learning skills to help and give others 
the opportunity to enhance and value their own 
lifestyles in achieving weight loss they previously 
never thought possible." 


Christine goes on to say, 

"I found a great joy in giving and receiving 
support in my Slimming World group. 

I have made friends with some wonderful 
people. It's all about feeling good in 
yourself and reaching a target weight that 
you feel comfortable with 

My target was to three stone and I have been at 
my target weight for fourteen months now with 
the essential support from my fellow members 
and of course my consultant Barbara. I feel good 
and healthy within myself. 

I am eager to get started and pass on my 
enthusiasm to others who are interested in losing 
weight. I know I can help change lives for the 
better and put smiles on faces. It's a chance for 
anyone who wants to lose weight, to come along 
and join my Slimming World group. 

I never felt like I was on a diet. The eating plan 
encourages you to eat lots of tasty, filling foods 
like pasta, rice, potatoes and lean meat and fish. 

You are never hungry, and no foods are 
banned so there's no deprivation 

I couldn't believe I'd found a way to lose weight 
without starving myself. 

Davina Costello who runs Slimming World's 
Spennymoor group and manages Christine as a 
Team Developer, says: 

"Slimming World Consultants are chosen for their 
positive outlook and because they genuinely 
care about the health and happiness of others. 
With Christine's experience of being a successful 


Slimming World member and her kind and warm 
personality and great sense of humour I just know 
that she'll be an amazing support to members, 
cheering them all the way to their target weight." 

For more information or to join Christine's 
group either pop along on 17 July 2018 
or call her on 01388 343435 

www.slimmingworld.co.uk 



Christine's Slimming World group 
will be held at 
CROOK MASONIC HALL 
every TUESDAY, 5pm & 7pm 




E5T. 


2014 


The Barbers of Stanhope opened it's doors to the public on Monday 4 th dune 


Tracy has been cutting mens' and kids' hair for % years, she first opened her own shop in Crook 9 years ago, "Cutz 4 fellas 0 
which as been a great success and now she has decided to bring her expertise to the Dale. Tracy works side by side with her colleague Ashley. 

Both Tracy and Ashely are pros when it comes to keeping mens' hair and beards looking just perfect. 


Modern & traditional cuts, hot-towel shave and hot-towel beard trims are the most popular, 
a large selection of gels, aftershaves, and oils (Proraso and Apothecary 87) are available at the shop, and cold drinks too. 
Discounts are given for senior citizens. You don't need to make and appointment, just walk in. 

The Barbers of Stanhope is in the Durham Dales Centre so the parking is free, the access is good for wheelchairs, 
there are plenty of shops and a cafe - so it's a perfect place to have a look around whilst the men are being pampered. 


Come along to 

The Barber's Shop 
of Stabope 

Durham Dales Centre 
Stanhope DL13 2FV 


Find us on Faeebook 

www.faeebook.eom 

The-Barbers-Of-Stanhope 
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Chapel School 
Annual Summer Fair 
St John's Chapel Primary School 
Friday 13 July, 3.15pm 

Raffle and tombola, candy floss and lemonade, 
cream teas and BBQ. Have fun in the Games 
Room or try your luck with the Penalty Shootout 
and Wellie Hoying. Have your face painted, guess 
the name of the teddy or the number of sweets in 
the jar. Then when you think it's all over it's down 
to the river to watch the duck race, a lot of fun and 
great prizes to be won! 

Duck tickets on sale from the school, £1 
per duck. Proceeds from this event will go 
towards trips, transport and the annual visit to the 
pantomime at Christmas. 


Classics in the Castle 
Sunday 15 July, 11am - 4pm 
Witton Castle 

Entries officially closed on 30th June but that was a 
last rush on Monday 2nd July of people wanting to 
enter cars, motorcycles and other vehicles. Entries 
are up on last year with over 250 entries. Vehicles 
from pre 1960 to modern day including modified 
cars, vintage and classical bikes, commercial 
vehicles and tractors will all be on display. 

Organisers, Durham Automobile Club, hope 
for a repeat of last years fantastic weather which 
contributed to the success of the event. This 
year the event is supporting the GREAT NORTH 
AIR AMBULANCE an essential service for anyone 
who uses the road, lives in a rural community or 
competes in motor sport, "it is unbelievable that 
the Air Ambulance Service is not part of the NHS 
and relies on donations to operate" said a DAC 
spokesperson. 

Members of the public are MOST WELCOME to 
attend the show. It is FREE ENTRY FOR VISITORS and 
is open to the public from 11am Sunday until 4pm. 

Witton Castle Country Park support the event 
by allowing the group to use the venue and 
by sponsoring the Best Club Stand Award and 
supplying a range of food and drink throughout 
the day, breakfast available from 8.30am and and 
outdoor BBQ if weather permitting as well as the 
shop, bars and restaurants being open. 

Other Sponsors have been very generous and a 
full list of these can be seen on the DAC website 
and on display at the show. Without sponsors the 
event would not be possible. 

More information: 07733 243842 
Email pam.broom@btinternet.com 


** Popular musical ** 
to be performed in Stanhope 
Friday 20 July 

St Thomas' Church Hall in Stanhope 

THE rural communities of County Durham have 
been given their chance to shine in November Club's 
musical Beyond the End of the Road. 

After a sell-out Northumberland tour last year, 
the musical will tour across County Durham and 
Weardale, in partnership with Northern Heartlands 
and come to Stanhope on 20 July. 

November Club Performing Arts Company bring 
their storytelling rabble to weave a tale about the 
residents of their village PLACE, their loves, their 
losses and their deepest secrets. Inspired by folk 
and traditional music, this is an award-winning 
show about rural life by North East writer Laura 
Lindow with music and lyrics by Katie Doherty and 
performed by a professional cast of 10 actors and 
musicians. 

The team from Northern Heartlands have 
travelled South West Durham collecting local tales 
and stories, and invited local choirs to perform at 
each show as well as cast the part of a 12-year-old 
girl. 

Thanks to National Lottery Players, Beyond the 
End of the Road will tour to venues throughout 
County Durham including St Thomas' Church Hall in 
Stanhope. 

Artistic Director of November Club, Cinzia Hardy 
said: "Beyond the End of the Road is the most 
ambitious project we have ever undertaken. It is 
as much the villagers' show as it is ours. This is a 
great opportunity for talented locals to be part of 
a performance which is not only highly relevant to 
them, but also explores the real dynamics of rural 
life." 

As Jill Cole, Northern Heartlands 1 Director 
comments, "We are delighted to be working with 
November Club to bring Beyond the End of the Road 
to County Durham. This is high quality work from a 
North East company with a great reputation that 
audiences in these venues get little chance to see. 
The play covers a significant and relevant subject 


Teddy Bears Picnic 

Wolsingham Club garden (located at its rear) 
Saturday 21 July, 2pm - 5pm 

THE year-long series of fundraising events celebrating 
a Wolsingham taxi driver clocking up one million miles 
continues with a Teddy Bear's Picnic. 

The event, organised by Paul Hutchinson, his 
family and friends, will have lots to entertain families, 
including a bouncy castle, teddybear tombola, candy 
floss, popcorn and much more. 

People are asked to bring their own picnic 
(picnic tables in garden). £3 children (adults free). 

The bar will be open. Paul Hutchinson's 'Million Miles 
for charity' raises money for Alzheimers' research. 


SUMMER WURLITZER AND CREAM CONCERT 

By Fred Thompson 

New Victoria Centre, Howden-le-Wear, Crook DL15 8EZ 
Sunday 15 July, 2.30pm 


THE North East Theatre Organ Association 
Wurlitzer Friends continues to celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary year. 

Organisers are proud to present the perfect 
Sunday afternoon concert with the NETOA 
ALLSTARs at the Mighty Wurlitzer with a Cream 
Tea to enjoy at the interval. One 20 year old star, 
from Hull, is Lewis Scott, a previous National 
Competition Winner being one of the ten 
ALLSTARs playing in the concert who travel from 
Weardale and across the North East to provide 
a full afternoon of Wurlitzer magic to give a 
wonderful musical experience. 


The concert will help to raise funds to keep the 
fantastic Mighty Wurlitzer in this Anniversary 
year playing into the future for everyone in the 
community to enjoy and support Tourism in the 
area. Booking is essential. 

Tickets: 

Tel: 01388 601596 

Email: fred.thompson@netoa.org.Hiuk 

ALLSTAR Concert with Cream Tea £8 
ALLSTAR Concert with Cuppa only £3 

For all other concerts and events see 

www. netoa .org. u k 


NorthPens 

WRITING WORKSHOP 
Wednesday 4 July, 10am-12 noon 
Stanhope Community Centre 

Well-known local writer David Napthine 
will be running a workshop exploring writers' 
'Inner voices'. 

Please email northpensl5@gmail.com if you 
would like to join us. 

Tow Law Community Family 
Festival 

Tow Law Football Club, Ironworks Road 
Sunday 29 July, 1pm - 5pm 

THE friendly hill-top town of Tow Law invites 
everyone to its Community Family Festival towards 
the end of this month. 

The event promises fun and games for all the family. 
Activities include the Bishop Auckland Astronomical 
Society, stalls galore featuring crafts and gifts, lots of 
inflatables to keep the kids entertained, including a 
Total Wipe-out set. Pony rides, chocolate stall, face¬ 
painting and much more! Enjoy a great day. 

Great Yorkshire Show 

Tuesday 10 - Thursday 12 JULY 

www.greatyorkshireshow.co.uk 

Brass Festival, Durham 

13-22 JULY 

www. brassfestival. co.uk/ 


Classical music lovers 
are in for a treat 

Friday, 13 July 

St. Andrew's Church, South Church 

Flautist, Fiona Mancey-Jones together with pianist, 
Marija Scott, entertain with a programme which 
includes work by Poulenc and Debussey. 

Fiona has performed as a soloist and chamber 
musician at many venues in the UK including the 
Worcester Three Choirs Festival, the Reid Concert 
Hall in Edinburgh and this year tours to South Africa. 

Lithuanian-born Marija has established herself 
as a versatile and much sought-after collaborative 
pianist and teacher. She has been made a Junior 
Fellow in Piano Accompaniment at both The Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music and Drama and The 
Royal Northern College of Music. 

Their programme will include work by Poulenc, 
Debussey, Faure and Piazzolla. 

Tickets £13.50 (£15 on the door) 

from Brotherton's Music in Newgate Street or Brian 

Varley (01388) 606075 

Zzzzz Sweet Dreams! 

Tuesday 26 June to Friday 27 July, 10.30am-4pm 
The Bowes Museum, Barnard Castle 

Explore The BFG in Pictures exhibition and create a 
dream catcher to take home and hang above your bed; 
they are believed to catch a 
"trogglehumper" (bad dream) ensuring you have 
golden "phizzwizard" (good dream) 

Children must be accompanied by an adult, 
for whom normal admission applies. 


Auckland Tower and Auckland Castle - Opening Dates 
Auckland Tower: Saturday, 21 July 2018 
Auckland Castle: Saturday, 1 December 2018 

THE official launch dates for Auckland Tower, a new visitor welcome centre, and the re-opening of Auckland 
Castle have been announced today by The Auckland Project. 

AUCKLAND CASTLE will re-open to the public in time for a Christmas celebration in 2018. To coincide 
with the annual Christmas Market and festival holiday period, the historical home of the Prince Bishops of 
Durham will re-open its doors to the public on Saturday, 1 December 2018, following a multi-million pound 
conservation programme. The launch had always been scheduled for 2018, however due to a number of 
fascinating finds and a few unexpected challenges, the Castle re-opening has been moved from summer 
2018 to 1 December 2018. 

During the initial phases of construction work, carried out by Meldrum Construction Services Ltd and 
supported by Archaeological Services Durham University, previously unknown historical features were 
revealed. These exciting finds have shone new light on the history of the Castle and the important role it 
has played over the centuries. Many of these features date back to the Tudor period, including a beautifully 
engraved serving hatch from 1500, discovered in the old kitchen, which features carved details matching 
those in the Buttery at Durham Castle. 

Also uncovered within this space, are historic window and door openings, which are thought to have 
been constructed in the Tudor period, but have later been decorated with elaborate cusp mouldings from 
the mid-17th century, likely during the episcopate of Bishop Cosin (1660-1672). Upstairs a Tudor Fireplace 
decorated with the coat of arms of Bishop Ruthall (1509-1523), has been uncovered, together with 
significant historic wallpapers dating from the 1720s through to the 1830s. 

An archaeological excavation earlier this summer revealed that a proportion of the Castle's Scotland 
Wing was without substantial foundations. The Auckland Project has worked with Meldrum Construction 
Services Ltd. to respond quickly to this major civil engineering challenge, underpinning the building to 
secure its long-term future and making it fit for purpose to house to the Faith Museum from 2019. 

David Maddan commented: "When working with historical buildings, one is never sure what to expect 
until you begin to scrape behind the surface layer. 

"The main section of the Castle dates back to the late medieval period, and we have been very fortunate 
that the surprises uncovered have been both exciting and relatively simple to resolve. This has had an 
impact on our timescales, and the conservation programme was altered to accommodate the exploration, 
research and documentation of these findings. 

"An £11.4 million investment has been made in the conservation of Auckland Castle, for which we thank 
our funders, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). This work demands careful attention to high quality, to do 
justice to both the building and the history of the Prince Bishops of Durham. To ensure that we have time to 
deliver the project to the highest standard, we will open to the public in December." 

The transformation of Auckland Castle from an empty shell will take several months. The historic interiors 
will be painstakingly re-presented; metres of heavy damask curtains will be hung, specially woven carpets 
laid and period furniture upholstered. There are over 50 paintings to be displayed, including the return of 
the Zurbaran paintings, currently on show in the USA. Hundreds of artefacts and objects are to be placed 
within the rooms, including important pieces of furniture designed by James Wyatt (1746-1813) for Bishop 
Barrington in the 1790s, and visitor information prepared and installed. The final touches, with a Christmas 
theme, will be in place for the December launch and ready to welcome visitors over the forthcoming festive 
season." 


Latin night at Harperley! A Summer Barn Dance! How exciting is that? 

Saturday 21 July, 7.30pm 
The Barn, Blackhall Farm, Harperley Hall DL15 8DN 

Forget your straw hats, checked shirts and cowboy boots however, 
we won't be rootin' tootin' because it will be Latin all the way. Salsa, 

Bachata, Kizomba and a few other genres, plus line-ups and party fun 
for everyone. 

This Latin evening is open to all and will include some tuition and lots 
of dancing and fun. Proceeds from the event will go to the charity. 

Changing Step North East, based in Crook. Founded by ex soldier, Dave 
Tindale, it helps former servicemen and women who suffer mental 
health problems, mainly through post traumatic stress syndrome. Many 
find themselves homeless, addicted to drink or drugs and in desperate 
need of help. 

Entry to the event is £5 and although soft drinks will be available 
on the night, you can bring your own alcohol and snacks. 

There will be a lesson at 7.30 pm with talented Samalie and music 
and dancing until midnight. Everyone welcome! More information from 
Anita on 0779 874 8828 or email anitaatkinsonl28@btinternet.com 


AUCKLAND TOWER is The Auckland Project's purpose built welcome centre, designed by award winning 
architects Niall McLaughlin. The ground floor contains a reception and ticketing desk and the first floor, 
which features a beautifully stencilled ceiling, will hold information on the Project, Castle and Prince 
Bishops. Visitors can enter the viewing tower from either floor before taking the lift or stairs to see the 
amazing views. 

This is an innovative and challenging building to construct as David Cox, Project Director, explains: "The 
architects have created a beautiful but complex building. At the outset we had earmarked a spring opening, 
but progress to the build was delayed earlier this year. The construction of the lift shaft and erection of the 
timber frame has taken longer than expected. This is because of material delays and the need to be safe 
working at height in stormy weather." 

At this time, Durham County Council will complete the road re-alignment in front of Auckland Tower, 
whilst the internal furniture fit out takes place. The Auckland Project staff will undergo extensive customer 
service and ticketing system training, to ensure that all visitors receive a warm welcome when the building 
opens. 

The public will be able to climb the 29m high Auckland Tower taking in the views, 
as well as exploring inside the new ticket hall 
from Saturday, 21 July 2018 
when it officially opens to the public. 
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GENEALOGY DAY 
at Weardale Museum 
Saturday 21 July 

In spite of the difficulties it is experiencing 
The Weardale Museum continues to operate 
normally, including special one day events. 
The Museum has an extensive collection of 
transcribed records, documents, wills and 
a unique Family history Base containing 
almost 60,000 names. These afford visitors, 
who have had ancestors living in the Dale 
the opportunity to obtain Family Trees and 
Genealogies, some dating back to the 17th 
century. 

The Museum also offers a service to trace 
family histories of families, which have 
originated outside the Dale. 

On Saturday 21st July the Museum will be 
extending its opening hours from 11am until 
4.30pm so that both Weardale residents, 
in particular and visitors in general can 
take advantage of its genealogy resources. 
Kenneth Fleatherington and Eric Draper, 
who have extensive experience of families 
in the Upper and Lower Dale respectively, 
will be available to guide and assist visitors. 
There are no fixed charges for this work, 
although the Museum requests a donation 
to help in its upkeep. 

For this special event refreshments will be 
available throughout the day, so why not 
come along and combine a family history 
day with all the other exhibits and facilities 
The Weardale Museum has to offer. 


AUGUST 

Car Boot Sale 

Saturday 4 August, 10am -1 pm 
Flamsterley Social Club Car Park 
Vans £10 / ars £8 
to book tables contact: 

Claire 01388 488 483 / Julia 01388 488 888 
All proceeds to go help stage 
Hamsterley Hoppings on Sunday 25 August 

Raby Castle Classic Car Show 
Sunday 12 August 

Raby Castle, Staindrop, Durham, DL2 3AH 

For more details tel: 01697 451 882 
www.classiccarevents.uk 

Charlotte Rhead: Between Art and Industry 
Until Sunday 9 September 
The Bowes Museum, Barnard Castle 

A selection of items from a private collection of 
work by this talented ceramic designer, showing 
the variety of styles and techniques that she 
created for Crown Ducal between the years 1932 
and 1942. The display includes popular decorative 
patterns, rare designs and examples of tableware. 


The Weardale Festival 
2018 

Weardale at War 

By Kate Gill 

THE second Weardale Festival will take place 
this year from 

Saturday 4th to Sunday 12th August 
in St Thomas' Church, Stanhope 

Planned by the Church and the Weardale 
Museum, the theme of this year's event is the 
commemoration of the end of the First World 
War. 

The programme will start off with the official 
opening on Saturday 4th at 2pm followed by a 
showing of the film Wearside at War. Talks are 
planned for the weekday evenings and these will 
take place at 6.30pm Monday to Friday. Topics 
include North East War Memorials, WWI Trench 
Art, Gertrude Bell and Prisoners of War Camps. 

If you enjoyed last year's family history 
festival then don't worry, this year's event will 
still have the 'experts' on hand to help with all 
your Weardale family history queries but the 
main focus for this will be on the two weekends. 
The Festival will end with a service in the church 
on 12th August at 5pm when there will be the 
rededication of the Roll of Honour that was 
previously in Stanhope Town Hall. This will now 
have a permanent place in the church; families 
of those commemorated on the Roll may wish to 
come to pay their respects. 

As usual the Festival will be free to visitors 
although donations towards the cost will be 
very welcome. Children's activities around the 
themes of the war and of family history are also 
planned. There will be lots of information boards 
of different themes including VAD nurses, war 
memorials, agriculture and of course on the 
many people from Weardale who served and 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

A main feature of the exhibition in the church 
will be a display of army boots; we have tried to 
get a boot for every man from Weardale who 
lost his life and a large number have been kindly 
donated by Catterick Garrison but we are some 
short so if anyone has some old boots they are 
finished with please let us know; they don't have 
to be army boots so long as they are of a similar 
shape and size such as walking boots. 

We also need a few more people to help 
with stewarding the Festival, welcoming visitors 
or making refreshments and we are also looking 
for donations towards a Tombola to help cover 
the costs 

More details on the Festival, talks and events can 
be found on the website of the Museum 

www.weardalemuseum.co.uk 

Or ring Sarah Haynes on 01388 528673 if you can 
help with boots, stewarding or tombola prizes. 


- SAVE THE DATE - 

Second Stargazing Festival will be out of this world 

20 October - 4 November 


DATES for the second North Pennines Stargazing 
Festival have been announced and after last year's 
stellar success, the 2018 festival promises to be 
out of this world. 

Running from October 20 until November 
4, stargazers in and around the North Pennines 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and 
UNESCO Global Geopark will have almost 30 star- 
themed events to choose from. The programme 
covers the autumn half-term holidays for schools 
in Durham, Cumbria and Northumberland and will 
offer family-friendly events to enjoy the dark skies 
of the North Pennines AONB. There will also be 
lots of events aimed at aspiring astronomers as 
well as visitors with a general interest in the night 
sky and stargazing. 

Shane Harris, Responsible Tourism Lead for 
the North Pennines AONB Partnership, said: "The 
North Pennines AONB is the darkest mainland 
AONB, and has some of the darkest skies in 
England. Away from the intense light pollution in 
many areas, there are amazing opportunities to 
see the wonders of the night sky. 

"The bigger and better festival this year will 
mean that more people will have the chance to 
come along to one of the events, and there are 


opportunities for visitors to the area to come and 
stay to enjoy the amazing experience of our truly 
dark skies." 

Last year over 800 people attended Stargazing 
Festival events, including over 250 at the family 
Skywatch at Killhope Lead Mining Museum. 
This popular Skywatch event will run again in 
2018 alongside numerous new additions to the 
programme. 

Gary Lintern, Chair of the North Pennines 
Astronomy Society, said: "A lot of people don't 
realise that we have some of the darkest skies in 
the country. They don't need to travel far to be 
able to see the Milky Way, for instance. We have 
observatories too, including the North Pennine 
Observatory hosted by Allenheads Contemporary 
Arts, the new one at Killhope, and others owned 
by communities and local venues. The 2018 
Stargazing Festival offers opportunities to attend 
events in all these fantastic stargazing venues. It 
will be an unmissable fortnight of events." 

The 2018 North Pennines Stargazing Festival is 
once again being organised by the North Pennines 
AONB Partnership. It is being funded by Durham 
County Council, Northumberland County Council 
and Visit County Durham. 


For more information on the North Pennines Stargazing Festival events as they are released, please visit: 

www.northpennines.org.uk/exploring/stargazing/ 


Frosterley couple attend Queen’s Garden Party 


A COUPLE from Frosterley enjoyed the 
visit of a lifetime when they were invited 
to the Buckingham Palace Garden Party 
last month. 

Rebecca Coates, who works for the 
Auckland Castle Trust, the brainchild 
of Jonathan Ruffer DL, received the 
invitation and, of course, had no 
hesitation in taking her husband, Neil, 
along. Neil is well-known in the Dale 
for his interest and organisation of the 
Pool league. For many, many years, he 
has spent his spare time organising the 
league and sending the results to the 
Weardale Gazette. 

They were both thrilled to receive the 
invitation and thoroughly enjoyed the 
magical trip to the palace as guests of 
HM the Queen. 

"It was amazing," said Neil. 



W.l. MEETINGS 


Satley Wl - June Report 

Our President, Linda, started our meeting by 
sending our best wishes to Pat and her family 
following her recent stroke. We also wished Ann 
a speedy recovery following her fall. 

The eleven attendees then approved the minutes 
and discussed the county newsletter. 

Final arrangements were made for our trip to 
The Gala Theatre to see "Kiss me Kate" later this 
month and plans were put in place for our trip to 
Whitley Bay in August. 

At the end of last month we were joined by family 
and friends for our trip to Gilsland and Carlisle 
and as predicted the weather improved as we 
travelled west resulting in a very enjoyable day. 

Our birthday night celebration, to be held in 
October, was discussed and plans are now in full 
flow regarding catering, entertainment, birthday 
cake and guest lists. 


EMERGENCY NOs 


DOCTORS 


Crook. 

.01388762945 

Stanhope . 

.01388 528555 

St John's Chapel. 

. 01388 537296 

Tow Law. 

. 01388 730251 

Willington. 

. 01388 742500 

Wolsingham . 

. 01388 537296 

DEFIBRILLATOR 

WEARDALE LOCATIONS 


• 18 public-access portable defibs in Weardale. 
The machine: 

- can re-start the heart in an emergency. 

- be used by any public member / at any time. 

- gives full instructions. The user will also be 
guided through the process by the ambulance call 
handler. The public can gain access to the green 
cabinet (which hold the defibs) by calling 999 and 
they will be given an access code. Defibrillators 
can keep a patient alive while waiting for the all- 
important ambulance. 

Weardale's defibs can be found in green cabinets 
on the walls of the following locations: 

Cowshill Village Hall, DL13 IDA 
Daddry Shield, The Institute, DL13 1NW 
Eastgate The Cross Keys, DL13 2HW 
Frosterley Village Hall, DL13 2QW 
Hill End Telephone Box, DL13 2SX 
Ireshopeburn The Village Hall, DL13 1ER 
Rookhope Working Men's Club, DL13 2AQ 
Stanhope Weardale Motors Garage, DL13 2YQ 
Stanhope Chemist, DL13 2TZ 
Stanhope, Crawleyside, DL13 2EN 
Stanhope The Grey Bull, DL13 2PB 
St. John's Chapel Doctor's Surgery, DL13 1QW 
Wearhead Village Hall, DL13 1DY 
Westgate Village Hall, DL13 1RX 
Witton-le-Wear Red telephone box, DL14 0AS 
Wolsingham Community School, DL13 3DN 
Wolsingham Robson's Motor Homes, DL13 3HU 
Wolsingham Town Hall, DL13 3AF 
Wolsingham Tunstall Reservoir DL13 3LX 


Then the fun began as we provided our own 
entertainment that night: 

We started by trying to identify various TV quiz 
shows from pictures and followed that with 
two rounds of general knowledge questions on 
famous dogs and airports. 

We then told funny stories about things that 
had happened to us. Refreshments were then 
provided by Carolyn and Kathleen and the raffle 
prize was won by Freda. 

Our next meeting will be held on 

Monday 9 July at 7.15pm 
in Satley Parish Hall 

when we will be entertained by 
US2 a group, who sing songs 
made famous in musicals and films. 


... If you would like to join us please do 


NOTICES 


HARTWELL EDUCATIONAL 
FOUNDATION 

NOTICE 

is hereby given that applications, by 
boys or girls resident in the civil parish 
of Stanhope, for grants for advanced 
education and other purposes from the 
funds of the above foundation should 
be sent so as to reach the undersigned, 
(from whom further particulars and 
form of application may be obtained) 
not later than 

SATURDAY 1st September 2018. 

Jayne Dobson, Secretary 

Harehope Farm, Frosterley, Co. Durham. 

Phone/Text: 0773 887 3152 


Coffee morning 
at Westgate Willage Hall 

By Michelle Robson 

The coffee morning at Westgate Village 
Hall for McMillan raised a grand total of 
£441.65. I would like to say a big thank you 
to everybody who donated & helped on 
the day. Donna Jameson judged the cakes 
1st Sandra (Everyday Cafe) 

2nd Chris Watson (Westgate) 

3rd Johnny Crow (Botherlee) 

A really big thank you to all the following 
buisnesses in Stanhope, who donated raffle 
prizes: 

• The Chemist 

• Castlebank Butchers 

• Lime Tree - Alex Clark 

• Durham Dales Centre 

• Everyday Cafe 

• Daisy Chain Florists 




















































Northern Loss j, 
Tree Surgery tftff 
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Dale-based • Fully qualified & insured • CHAS registered) 


Mike 0798 955 6848 
Graham 0783 756 2828 
E: russnorthernlogs@gmail.com 


DANNY WOOD 
BUILDERS 

Carrying out 

ALL aspects of building work 

• New builds 

• Extensions & garages 

• Conversions & renovations 

• Roofing & guttering 

• Joinery & kitchen fitting 

• Plastering & tiling 

Free estimates given 
01388 528288 / 07843 576546 



Durham Dales Centre, Stanhope DL13 2FJ 
T: 01388 526233 E: info@gemsandfossils.com 
www.gemsandfossils.com 
Quality jewellery & gifts • Interesting fossils, 
minerals and semi precious stones • Frosterley 
marble • Weardale fluorite • Children's section 


and lots more! 



Stanhope Pool is open! 


For more details 




Stanhope Fool 


& opening times, 
check out... 

WEBSITE 

www.?canh»p*pciol.«-uh 
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ridley exhausts 


• Servicing • Exhausts 
•Tyre and Mot Centre 

Brickflats Garage,Tow Law 



Telephone: 

01388 730455 
01388 730483 



Tyres now online: 


www.ridleyexhausts.com 


Electric 

Domestic / Commercial / Solar PV 
(01388)526522 • 07900 680202 

www.nzeco.co.uk 
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GREEN VALLEY CRAFTS 

-Durham Dales Centre, Stanhope- 


Handcrafted bespoke carpentry and woodcrafts. 
Unique & can be made to customers' requirements 

Kev 0785 713 9906 / Mick 0748 482 7303 



U Ck litH (I I fOjg 


WesfEndGarage 

WOtSIWGHAM 



• Diagnostic • Repairs • MOT Preparation 

• Wheel alignment . Mobile Agricultural 

and Commercial Tyre Fitting 


Telephone: 

(01388)527440 
526633 
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VV Training 

Tim Wilkinson 

. Regular weekly lessons • intensive courses 
• Either 1,1.5 or 2 hours • Pass Plus courses 

All areas covered between: Stanhope - Bishop 
Auckland - Consett. For Other areas, please call 

T. 01388 527 819 
M.07775 074 442 

www.cvwdrivertraining.com 


Calling All Farmers! 

( % Help a local Charity! t 5 

Do you have a large redundant farm building? 

Would you like to support the work of a local charity? 

Weardale Community Transport Ltd is looking to rent premises to store 

and work on their minibuses. 

The building would need to be accessible to minibuses from the roadside 
or farm track, have access to water & electricity and able to be secured. 

Door would need to be at least 3 metres high by 3 metres wide 
to allow vehicle access. 

If you think you can help, please contact Trevor on: 

Tel: (01388) 528777, 

Email: trevor@the-wcp.org.uk 

or call in at the Hub: 85b Front Street, Stanhope 

Monday to Friday mornings 




gazette 

6 Market Place, Stanhope, DL13 2UJ 
Tel: 01388 527706 
www.weardalegazette.co.uk 


ISSN 2045-8053 


9 772045 805001 


0 0 5 5 9 



• Farming & Smallholding Sundries 

• Equestrian Feed & Supplies 

* Tools and hardware 
• Safety / Workwear & Footwear 

• Gardening Tools & products 

• Large range of Country 

• Clothing and Footwear 

• Shooting Accessories and Clothing 


For next day order collection of animal feed 
please call us before 12pm on Wednesday 

Unit 1, The Batts, Frosterley 
DL13 2SE 

01388 527 295 

^ www.gardinersfarmandcountrty.co.uk 
Email: jggardiner@hotmail.co.uk 


Hill Top Animal Hotel 




or/te /fo/ris /-i.ortte... 


Call us to book your 
pet’s holidays. 


They deserve them 
too!! 


1 


St. John’s Chapel 

01388 537 403 


Steam Season 
with a visit from 
the Flying Scotsman 

on until August 1 

National Railway Museum Locomotion 
Soho Street, Shildon, DL41PQ 


ft 

BOWLING 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

Kitsfwrw * BithnHRUi * Plumbing * KfcrtrKsi 
ftaatortns * JWnery * Tllitg * Extension* 
Flooring +' Brickwork * Bam Con wmons 

07756120543 

rboY. r l L rifzh t H c o m 


AUCKLAND 

TREE SERVICES 


Tree Services & Hedge Care 



www.aucklandtreeservices.co.uk 



New Consultant in Crook 

from 17th July 

Crook Masonic Hall 
Church Street 
DL15 9BG 

Tuesdays 5 pm & 7 pm 

Christine 01388 343 435 - 07494 253 429 


Wolsingham Masonic Hall 

Every Thursday 

9.30 am, 5.30 & 7.30 pm 

Barbara-07931790758 
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